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New Zealand Balance of Payments 


Shows Surplus; Taxes To Be Cut 


New Zealand’s balance-of-payments transactions during the first 6 
months of 1954 showed a surplus of £40.6 million, compared with a sur- 
plus of £41.6 million in the first half of 1953. 

Payments were above last year’s level, but receipts also rose, prin- 
cipally because of the transfer of loan money raised in London in 1953 


and recorded in exchange transac- 
tions in 1954. 

In the full trade year ended June 
30, 1954, New Zealand earned a bal- 
ance-of-payments surplus of £25.2 
million. This was less than the sur- 
plus of £34.7 million earned in 1952- 
53. However, in 1953-54 a more liberal 
program permitted imports to rise 
substantially above the preceding 
year’s restricted level, and total pay- 
ments were £256 million compared 
with £223 million in 1952-53. 

At the same time receipts for ex- 
ports were buoyant, reflecting a rise 
in wool and meat earnings and only 
a slight decline in dairy products. In 
addition, oversea borrowing increased 
receipts substantially, resulting in 
total receipts of £281 million in 1953-54 
compared with £253 million in 1952-53. 

The results of transactions by cur- 
rency areas in 1953-54 reveal that 
deficits of £53 million were recorded 
with the sterling area and £4.3 million 
with the dollar area, but these were 
more than compensated for by the 
substantial surplus of £348 million 
with other countries. Foreign-ex- 
change reserves of the New Zealand 
banking system, which were at a low 
point of £65 million in September 1952, 
were at the record level of £139 mil- 
lion at the end of June 1954. 


Tax Concession Provided for 


The New Zealand budget for the 
year ending March 31, 1955, provides 
for land, income, and sales tax reduc- 
tions estimated at £11 million, but 
with a prosperous economy and an 
expanding tax base the Government’s 
current receipts are expected to be 
slightly higher than in the 1953-54 
fiscal year. Current account expen- 
diture also will be slightly higher 
than last year, with a significant and 
rising outlay on social welfare serv- 
ices. 

The Government’s capital expendi- 
ture program provides for an increase 
in public works and other develop- 
ment spending. However, this pro- 
gram will be met through existing 





capital resources and internal and ex- 
ternal long-term borrowing. Esti- 
mated expenditure on current account 
in 1954-55 is £228 million, and capital 
expenditure is budgeted at £77 million. 
The Government has sought to pro- 
vide a budget that is appealing to 
voters, considering the general elec- 
tion to be held next November, and 
has made provisions for meeting the 
needs of an expanding economy. A 
small surplus for the year is antici- 
pated, and expenditure is being met 
without recourse to inflationary cre- 
ation of money.—Emb., Wellington. 


L. A. Draft Debts Up 
To $125.9 Million 


Aggregate draft indebtedness of 
Latin American countries to U. S. ex- 
porters continued to increase in July, 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York 
has reported. 

Latin American draft indebtedness 
rose by $5.5 million to $125.9 million, 
the highest level since last November, 
according to the bank’s survey of the 
experience of 15 commercial banks. 
The largest individual increase was 
for Brazil, bringing that country’s 
outstanding draft indebtedness to 
$39.3 million. 

For Latin American countries ex- 
cluding Brazil; total draft indebted- 
ness of $86.5 million at the end of 
July was the highest since the Reserve 
Bank began its monthly surveys in 
1947. -Among these countries, the 
largest increases in drafts outstanding 
were registered by Venezuela and Co- 
lombia. 

Drafts paid in July increased by $1 
million to $39.2 million, the highest 
monthly total reached so far this 
year. Colombia, Peru, and Venezuela 
were among the countries that in- 
creased their payments, while notice- 
ably lower payments were made by 
Brazil. However, for Brazil the pro- 


(Continued on Page 19) 
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Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of 
world trade—ranging from compre- 
hensive economic and business data 
to details on export and import reg- 
ulations—is quickly and directly 
available to businessmen in their 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who keep 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad. 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg- 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
900 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations—which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, for 
use by businessmen. 


The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque, N. M., 208 U. 8S. Courthouse. 
— 5, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh St. 


Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 


Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, 8. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Bidg., West End Broad St. 

Cheyenne, bag 307 Federal Office Bldg. 

Chicago 6 + 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office and 


Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 
Denver 2. Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 

26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
El Paso, Tex., Chamber of Commerce Bldg. 
Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 
Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 
Kansas City é, Mo., Federal Office Bidg. 
, Calif., 1031 8. Broadway. 
s Tenn., 229 Federal Bldg. 
32. 36 First St. 


bardy St. 
Mo., 910 New Federal Bidg. 
222 SW. Temple St. 
+ Room 419 Custom- 


ouse. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. . 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers, consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Pulp and Paper Demand Keen 





Swedish Industry Output at High Level 


High-level industrial production and keen foreign demand for pulp 
and paper, with prices firm, helped to maintain Sweden’s prosperous 
economy in the second quarter of 1954. 

The timber trade was less active than the pulp and paper trade, 
foreign buyers showing the most interest in high-grade products. 


Domestic demand for iron and steel 
showed improvement over the early 
part of the year because of increased 
orders from the engineering workshop 
industry, but exports declined. 

Both domestic and foreign orders 
in the engineering workshop industry 
have improved. As a result, employ- 
ment has increased, reversing the 
first-quarter trend. The situation in 
the shipbuilding industry was about 
the same as in the first 3 months of 
the year. The larger yards will be fully 
occupied for at least 2 years, while the 
medium-sized and smaller yards, al- 
though occupied at present, have 
fewer advance orders on hand. 

Textile production has recovered 
from the 1951-52 slump, but imports 
have increased, cutting into the do- 
mestic industry’s share of the market. 
As a result, the Swedish industry has 
brought strong pressure to bear on the 
Government for increases in Swedish 
textile duties. 

The industrial production index for 
May was 224 (1935=100), compared 
with 210 for the like month in 1953 
and 222 in December of last year, when 
production was at near record levels. 

Prices Relatively Stable 

Wholesale prices moved upward 
slightly during the second quarter; the 
general index reached 298 (1935 = 100) 
at the close of the quarter after hav- 
ing remained 296 throughout the first 
quarter. Import prices were almost 
unchanged during the quarter; the 
June index was reported at 318. Ex- 
port prices tended to stiffen some- 
what, the index standing at 335 at the 
end of the quarter as compared with 
334 at the beginning, bringing about 
a small improvement in trade terms. 

The cost-of-living index rose 1 point 
during the quarter. The rise was due 
largely to increases in taxes on alco- 
holic beverages and automobiles which 
were approved by the most recent ses- 
sion of the Swedish Riksdag. 

The seasonal improvement in the 
Scandinavian and North Sea shipping 
trade helped the Swedish shipping 
industry despite competition from 
German, Netherlands, and other 
European vessels. This seasonal im- 
provement is reflected in the volume 
of idle Swedish tonnage which on 
June 1, 1954, amounted to 110 idle 
vessels with a gross register tonnage 
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of 219,343 as compared with 135 ves- 
sels and 226,196 gross tons on May 
1, 1954. 


Money Market Tight 


The money market was tight dur- 
ing the second quarter, largely as a 
result of heavy May tax collections. 
This situation placed strain on com- 
mercial banks, which eventually had 
to turn to the Riksbank for funds. It 
was not until about mid-June that the 
market became easier following the 
usual return flow of funds to the 
banks. Deposits by companies have 
been heavy, reflecting a reversal of 
the tight company cash position which 
existed a year ago. Personal savings 
have continued to decline, however, 
despite greater personal income dur- 
ing 1954 than ever before. 

The Riksdag has enacted legislation 
to increase the upward limit of com- 
mercial bank reserves from 25 to 50 
percent. To date this law has not 
been applied, but a voluntary agree- 
ment between the Riksbank and the 
commercial banks to fix certain mini- 
mum ratios for the holding of cash 
and Government securities governs 
the banks’ policy. 

The bond market was inactive dur- 
ing the second quarter. Because of 
heavy subscriptions during the early 
months of this year, investors showed 
little interest in new issues. The 50- 
million-crown Norwegian loan (1 
crown = US$0.193) was floated in April 
without difficulty, owing to the favor- 
able 4%4-percent interest rate. 


The optimistic business outlook and 





CONTENTS 
Controls on International Trade 7 
Doing Business Abroad ...... 10 
Economic Conditions Abroad .. 3 
Fairs and Exhibitions ........ 12 
News by Commodities ....... 20 
Transport and Communications 19 
U. S. Government Actions ..... 22 
World Trade Leads ......... 13 











favorable company reports are re- 
ported to have influenced the Swedish 
stock market this year. Prices have 
trended upward; by the middle of 
May the general share index was 17 
percent higher than at the turn of 
the year. The effective yield has been 
forced down gradually, so that for 
many shares it is only about 3 per- 
cent. The average for ordinary shares 
in recent months has been slightly 
over 4 percent. 

Yield prospects for bread grains, 
oats, and spring-seeded oil crops ap- 
pear particularly good. Meadows and 
pastures are in excellent condition. 
Barring unfavorable developments 
during the remainder of the growing 
season, the bread-grain crop will leave 
an exportable surplus of 400,000 metric 


tons and the oilseed crop about 60,- 
000 tons. 


Price Cuts Certain 

Assuming normal yields, agreement 
was reached in February that the 
gross agricultural income should be 
reduced by 127 million crowns and 
that prices of meat, dairy products, 
sugar, grain, and some other products 
should be cut September 1, 1954. This 
agreement was approved by the Swed- 
ish Riksdag on May 19. As crop yields 
are expected to be above average, it 
seems certain that these prices will 
be reduced. 

In 1953 the policy was adopted that 
farmers should bear financial losses 
caused by surplus agricultural produc- 
tion. In line with this principle, the 
Swedish Grain Trade Association was 
formed in May 1954, the farm organi- 
zations, mills, and private grain deal- 
ers being principal members. 

The Government granted the new 
organization an import and export 
monopoly for bread grain and oilseed 
and gave it the responsibility for sup- 
porting prices by purchasing all bread 
grain offered for sale after April 1 
of each year. The association will 
receive large Government credits and 
credit guaranties. 

Prior to the association’s organiza- 
tion, foreign trade in grain and flour 
was handled by the Government Grain 
Company, whose operations are ex- 
pected to be transferred to the asso- 
ciation. 

The business boom was reflected in 
a greater demand for labor during 
the second quarter. Although definite 
shortages have not been reported, it 
is said that labor turnover and ab- 
senteeism again have increased. Wage 


(Continued on Page 21) 
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Sugar Grinding Completed 





Cuban Oil Discovery Spurs Economy 


The Cuban sugar harvest was completed, private construction boomed, 
public works were expanded, and an extraordinary economic stimulus 
was provided by a discovery of petroleum in the second quarter of 1954. 

By June 30 all of Cuba’s 161 sugar mills had completed grinding, and 
the 1954 yield was approximately 5.4 million short tons of sugar, 236.7 


million gallons of blackstrap molasses, 
and 125.7 million gallons of high-test 
molasses. 

The sugar crop represented a drop of 
about 5 percent from 1953, significant 
in terms of employment and income 
but relatively mild when compared 
with the 1953 cutback of some 30 per- 
cent from 1952. 

The sugar marketing situation dur- 
ing the quarter was unsatisfactory, 
however. Total exports were about 25 
percent below last year, with an above- 
normal proportion going to the United 
States. In May a trade and payments 
agreement was concluded with France, 
calling for the sale of 230,000 tons of 
sugar, payment to be made half in 
francs and half in dollars. 

Efforts to get a written commitment 
from Japan for the continued pur- 
chase of Cuban sugar apparently 
failed; trade agreement negotiations 
between the two countries were 
blocked by Cuban tariff concessions 
on Japanese textiles, strongly advo- 
cated by the sugar interests and ada- 
mantly opposed by Cuban textile in- 
terests and organized labor. 


Textile Industry Satisfactory 


’ The Cuban textile industry, mean- 
while, was generally satisfactory in 
the second quarter despite some labor 
difficulties. Wholesale sales held up 
well, and fewer looms were idle in 
June than in any other month for the 
past 2 years. Merchandising in gen- 
eral compared favorably with the cor- 
responding period of 1953, both in 
Havana and the Provinces. Motor- 
vehicle sales were below the 1953 
level but appeared to be steady. Appli- 
ance sales were reported up over last 
year and department-store sales ap- 
proximately the same as a year ago. 

Havana building permits in the sec- 
ond quarter were at a record level of 
$19.5 million, 50 percent above the 
second quarter of 1953. The important 
lift given the economy by private con- 
struction was supplemented by in- 
creased public works activity, particu- 
larly in the Havana area. 

The one second-quarter economic 
stimulus which may prove to be most 
significant in the long run was the 
discovery on May 1 of a crude-petro- 
leum sedimentary deposit in Cama- 
guey. By the end of the quarter drill- 
ing contracts representing some $4 
million in investment had been let. 

Increased capital investment was 
made by both railway systems in the 
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form of new equipment. Consolidated 
Railways purchased 51 diesel electric 
locomotives, preliminary to conver- 
sion to full diesel operation; and West- 
ern Railways purchased 6 diesel elec- 
tric locomotives from French sup- 
pliers. 

Capital investment is increasing 
also in the rice industry. Partly as a 
result of crop loans and other facil- 
ities provided by the Agricultural and 
Industrial Development Bank, pro- 
duction is expanding rapidly, result- 
ing in capital equipment imports and 
more employment in the areas con- 
cerned. 


Living Costs Stable 


The cost of living continued stable 
during the quarter. The National 
Economic Council’s wholesale price 
index was at 93.6 in mid-June (August 
1952 = 100) after having moved up- 
ward from February to May under im- 
petus of the sugar harvest. 

Estimates based on compulsory con- 
tributions to social insurance funds 
indicate the total volume of agricul- 
tural, industrial, and commercial 
wages being paid is running only some 
2 percent below last year for the 
country as a whole. Wage payments 
in the Havana area were about 11 


percent above the corresponding pe- 
riod last year, reflecting the concen- 
tration in Havana of the private con- 
struction boom and the public works 
program. 

Financially, the second quarter com- 
pared favorably with 1953. Havana 
bank clearings were up from the pre- 
ceding quarter and slightly higher 
than a year ago. Bank deposits in- 
creased more rapidly than loans. Vol- 
ume of money increased about 3 per- 
cent, while paper money in circula- 
tion was slightly lower on June 30 
than on March 31, reflecting increased 
deposits. Draft collections continued 
to be generally satisfactory and much 
improved over last year. The inter- 
national reserves of the National Bank 
increased to a June 30 level of $5428 


million, providing a reserve ratio of § 


80 percent. 

The Cuban Foreign Trade Bank, an 
autonomous agency whose policy is 
guided by the National Bank, was 
inaugurated in the last few days of 
the quarter. Its purpose is to protect 
and expand Cuba’s export trade, par- 
ticularly with soft-currency countries. 

By the end of the quarter it ap- 
peared clear that the economy had 
leveled off from the super-prosperity 
levels of 1951-52, that sugar produc- 
tion had been stabilized to some ex- 
tent, and that the downward move- 
ment of the economic cycle had been 
halted. The second half of 1954 is ex- 


pected to be as good as the last half 
of 1953. 





Indian Payments 


A significant surplus of 569 million 
rupees (US$123.5) in India’s balance 
of payments for 1953 is shown by 
preliminary data compiled by the Re- 
serve Bank of India. 

This balance compares with a sur- 
plus of 17 million rupees ($3.6 million) 
in 1952. 

The rise in the 1953 surplus is attrib- 
uted mainly to declines in Govern- 
ment imports of foodgrains and in 
imports on private account as a result 
of rising levels of industrial and agri- 
cultural production in the country. 

The payments position vis-a-vis the 
several areas of the world underwent 
significant changes. Accounts with 
the dollar area and the remainder of 
the nonsterling area, in which South- 
east Asian countries figure prominent- 
ly, showed remarkable improvement. 
A surplus of 305 million rupees ($64.1 
million) with the dollar area was re- 
corded, as compared with a: deficit 
of 1,112 million ($233.5) in the pre- 
ceding year. 


Show Surplus 


This surplus, however, was counter- 
balanced by a deterioration in the 
position against Pakistan and coun- 
tries of the Organization for European 
Economic Cooperation. The deficit 
with Pakistan amounted to 22 million 
rupees ($4.6 million), as compared 
with a surplus of 393 rupees ($82.5) 
in the preceding year. Virtual dis- 
appearance of traditional exports of 
jute manufactures and cotton textiles 
contributed to this deficit. 


Trade Deficit Reduced 


The surplus with the sterling area 
excluding Pakistan, was halved, from 
845 million rupees ($177.5 million) in 
1952 to 421 million rupees ($88.4 mil- 
lion) in 1953. Sterling balances totaled 
7,230 million rupees ($1,518.3 million) 
at the end of December 1953, as com- 
pared with 7,060 million rupees ($1,- 
482.6 million) at the end of December 
1952. 

The trade deficit fell to 355 million 


(Continued on Page 5) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 








Bombay State Will 


Start Soil Program 


The Bombay State Department of 
Agriculture will put into operation 
soon & 3-year soil conservation pro- 
gram covering 700,000 acres, according 
to officially confirmed reports in the 
Indian press. 

The cost is estimated at 40 million 
rupees, or US$8.4 million—about $12 
per acre, a part of which will be fi- 
nanced by means of a loan from the 
Indian Government. The Government 
already has sanctioned a loan of 6 
million rupees, $1.26 million, for the 
first year of the program. 

Of the 700,000 acres programed to 
be “bunded”—a form of terracing— 
under the new project, 500,000 acres 
grow food grains and the remaining 
200,000 acres cotton and other crops. 
The resulting additional food-grain 
production is estimated at 25,000 long 
tons or about 1 bushel per acre, worth 
approximately 7 million rupees,- or 
$1.47 million. 

Nearly 1.2 million acres in Bombay 
State have been bunded. This has 
been accomplished in the course of the 
Agriculture Department’s regular soil 
conservation work and also as part of 
the famine relief programs initiated 
in the drought areas during the past 
3 years. 

Only 5 to 6 percent of the cultivated 
area in Bombay State is under irriga- 
tion. Even after the completion of the 
medium and major irrigation projects 
planned or under construction, more 
than 70 percent of the cultivable area 
will continue to depend on the vagaries 
of the monsoon. 





Indian Payments... _ 
(Continued from Page 4) 


rupees ($39.1 million) from 935 mil- 
lion rupees, ($196.4 million) in 1953. 
This improvement in the balance of 
trade was achieved, however, at a 
reduced level of trade, as the fall in 
imports was larger than that in ex- 
ports. Nearly half of the import fall 
on private account was due to reduced 
imports of raw cotton. 


Declining export prices accounted 
for the lower value of exports. Exports 
increased in quantity, however, as 
shown by a rise of 2 points in the ex- 
port quantity index for 1953. A policy 
of export promotion initiated in 1952 
was carried further during the year. 
Although earnings on exports of jute 
manufactures and cotton textiles de- 
clined, tea export earnings rose. 

Net invisible receipts fell by 28 
Million’ rupees ($5.9 million) to 924 
million rupees ($194.0 million) from 
1953 receipts. This decline was due 
to a tightening of restrictions on re- 
mittances to India from such neigh- 
boring countries as Burma and Cey- 
lon. Receipts from official donations, 
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Haitian Imports Above Normal; 
Other Economic Sectors Slack 


Haitian imports were at a higher than normal level during July, 
largely because of high coffee prices during preceding months. 

Most phases of the Haitian economy were at a low level, however, as is 
customary in the middle of the slack season. 


Germany and Switzerland have become buyers of Haitian sisal. 


exports during the first quarter of 
1954 amounted to 11,371,613 pounds 
as compared with 12,200,755 pounds 
for the first quarter of 1953. Prices on 
the international market showed lit- 
tle change from June, ranging from 
11% cents for grade A to 8.55 cents for 
No. 1 Brushed Tillee, per pound, c. and 
f. New York/New Orleans. 

The export value of handicrafts con- 
tinues to rise—to $398,218 in the first 
quarter of 1954 from $353,925 in the 
first quarter of 1953. The mahogany 
handicraft trade is plagued by a 
shortage of native wood, and occa- 
sionally imports have been necessary, 
mainly from Panama. 

Rubber exported during the period 
October 1953-June 1954 amounted to 
3,653,628 pounds with a value of $69,- 
320. June prices ranged from 21.5 
cents to 22 cents, and the price moved 
up to 23.75 cents in July. These prices 
allow the Haitian grower a generous 
profit. The Indochinese situation is 
expected to cause the price to rise 
further. 


1954-55 Budget Passed 


Money in circulation during July 
was below normal because of the slack 
season. Both Houses of the Haitian 
Legislature passed the 1954-55 budget. 
It calls for $27,578,614, broken down 
roughly as follows: Governmental sal- 
aries, 70 percent; public debt service, 
5 percent; and investment, 25 percent. 
In addition to the regular budget, the 
President has proposed a construction 
program costing an estimated $25 mil- 
lion to be raised by loans. 

Customs clearance procedure at 
Port-au-Prince has become so pro- 
tracted and time consuming that 
the press was besieged with letters 
during July. The Haitian Chamber of 
Commerce issued several public pro- 
nouncements decrying the confusion, 
congestion, and delay. The high point 
was reached on July 23, when the di- 
rector of the fiscal department felt 
obliged to have published his letter 
defending the customs officials. 


In addition to the outmoded, inade- 
quate dock facilities, a contributing 
factor is the continuance of imports 
at an unexpectedly high level. The 
period June-August is normally a slow 
season for imports as well as for other 
trade, and customs utilizes this pe- 


mainly under the U. S. technical co- 
operation program, increased by 59 
million rupees ($12.4 million) to 178 
million rupees ($37.4 million). 





Sisal 


riod for reports and other work not 
directly connected with clearance of 
shipments. Meanwhile, the admittedly 
bad situation continues. 

The Haitian Institute of Agricultur- 
al and Industrial Credit has an- 
nounced its first-quarter 1954 loan 
total as $177,558. Loans were made 
for the tourist industry, sugarcane 
growing and sugar-refining projects, 
sisal growing, sisal bag manufacture, 
foodstuffs production, handicrafts, 
printing, tanning, and bakeries. 


U. S. Soap Imported 


The Societe Industrielle et Agricole 
d’Haiti, S. A., formed in 1952 with 
US$80 million capital, was given in 
July a 25-year monopoly for the 
manufacture of soap. Haitian soap re- 
quirements are about 700,000 pounds 
a month, currently met to a large ex- 
tent by imports from the United 
States. It will be some time before the 
company is able to satisfy the total 
domestic demand. 

Shortly before adjourning, the Sen- 
ate considered but did not pass the 
bill for establishing an oil refinery in 
Haiti. The Senate wanted more time 
in which to consider the proposal. 

The landing field at Cap Haitien has 
been paved and otherwise improved. 
The new facilities were inaugurated in 
July by the President. 

Caribbean Air Lines of San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, announced that it would 
make weekly tours to Cap Haitien 
commencing July 31. This will attract 
a number of 1-day visitors who are 
en route to or from Puerto Rico, since 
the famous Citadelle of King Chris- 
tophe is reached from the Cap. A to- 
tal of 8,161 people visited the Citadelle 
in 1953 and 1,854 in the first quarter 
of 1954. 

The revised figures released on July 
14 indicate that 39,749 tourists visited 
Haiti in 1953, spending a total of 
US$4,512,306.46; 17,452 visitors arrived 
by airplane and 22,297 by boat. The 
average daily expenditure per tourist 
for 1953 is estimated at $37.84. 


Tourist Trade Increases 


May figures show a total of 2,550 
visitors, 1,040 of whom were Ameri- 
cans. This is an increase of 7.82 per- 
cent over the 2,365 in May 1953. Tour- 
ist spending amounted to US$144,- 
274, averaging $51.35 per day. Pan 
American Airways continued to hold 
the lion’s share of the air trade, carry- 


(Continued on Page 11) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 








Venezuelan Domestic Business Sustained; 
Government Payments Await Budget Funds 


General business activity in Vene- 
zuela held up well in July. Wholesale 
and retail trade; was good, although 
this period is usually a slack season. 

Sales of new passenger cars and 
trucks during the first half of the 
year were higher than in the com- 
parable period of 1953, but used cars 
were in oversupply and sales were off. 
Commercial bank collections in the 
Federal District were satisfactory, but 
payment from the interior continued 
slow. 

As is usual at this season, Govern- 
ment payments were slow as the vari- 
ous Government ministries awaited 
new funds from the budget, but im- 
provement was expected shortly. Bank 
credit continued tight and some rise 
in the Central Bank’s rediscount rate 
for commercial paper was anticipated. 
Trading in the securities market was 
active and the volume was better than 
earlier in the year. 

Crude-petroleum production—Vene- 
wuela’s prime economic indicator— 
continued at a high level. Production 
for the week ended July 19 averaged 
1,841,624 barrels per day, compared 
with the January 1-July 19 average 
rate of 1,865,819 barrels per day. 


Public Works Get Funds 


Initial funds were appropriated for 
the Venezuelan Government’s ex- 
panded public works program. These 
projects include the Caroni River 
electrification program; certain im- 
provements to the Barquisimeto- 
Puerto Cabello-Valencia railway; the 
Guarico River irrigation project; slum 
clearance on the Caracas hillsides; the 
Puerto Cabello ship drydock project; 
and the establishment of a petro- 
chemical industry, together with an 
ammonia plant. 

As a result of intensive efforts 
by the cotton growers and the textile 
industry since early 1953 to obtain 
additional protection against imports, 
the Government decreed a sharp in- 
crease in the import duty rates on 
textiles, wearing apparel, and syn- 
thetic yarns. (For details see Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Aug. 9, 1954, p. 12.) 

The milk producers of the State 
of Zulia and the sole powdered-milk 
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plant have asked the Government to 
increase the amount of local milk 
powder that must be purchased as 
a prerequisite to duty-free imports of 
dried milk. The current ratio is one 
unit of local powder for each six units 
imported, and it is now asked that 
this ratio be changed to one to four. 
—Emb., Caracas. 





Netherlands Prepays 
On IBRD 25-Year Loan 


The Netherlands Government has 
prepaid $52,215,000 and 12,498,000 Bel- 
gian francs on a 25-year loan it re- 
ceived from the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development 
on August 7, 1947, the bank has an- 
nounced. The prepayment will cover 
the longest maturities on the loan, 
those falling due in the years 1970, 
1971, and 1972. 

The loan originally amounted to 
$195 million, of which $190,362,000 was 
outstanding at the time of the pre- 
payment. It will be reduced to $137,- 
861,000 as a result of the most recent 
transaction. 

On announcing the prepayment, 
the president of the bank said that 
“in view of this large prepayment 
and of the recent substantial increase 
in sales to investors from the bank’s 
loan portfolio, without its guarantee, 
the bank has changed its plans about 
financing this autumn, and does not 
now expect to sell any new issue in 
the United States during the remain- 
der of 1954.” 

Over the years the bank sold various 
maturities of the Netherlands loan, 
aggregating the equivalent of $13,- 
335,788, to investors both in the United 
States and abroad. The equivalent 
of $4,633,000 of these obligations was 
repaid previously by the Netherlands 
and $8,703,000 is still outstanding and 
in the hands of investors. These in- 
vestors were given the option to have 
their holdings prepaid by the Nether- 
lands. None of them, however, elected 
to accept the offer of prepayment. 

In addition to the $195-million loan 
to the Government, the bank has lent 
$34 million to other borrowers in the 
Netherlands for the purchase of ships, 
aircraft, and industrial machinery. 
The record of these loans shows that 
all payments of interest and principal 
have been made on or before the due 
dates by the Government and other 
borrowers. 


Of the total of $229 million lent in 
the Netherlands, the equivalent of 
$72,664,000 has been repaid and $7,- 
548,000 has been canceled at the re- 
quest of a borrower. The total amount 
now outstanding on loans in the Neth- 
erlands is $148,788,000. 


U. S. Firm To Advise 
On Indian Water Plan 


A $1.01-million contract for techni- 
cal and advisory services in ground- 
water exploration has been signed by 
the Indian Government with the 
Ralph M. Parsons Co. of Los Angeles, 
Calif. 

The contract represents one phase 
of the $3.5-million Foreign Operations 
Administration ground-water explora. 
tory program in India. 

India’s contribution to the same pro- 
gram is 12 million rupees, or about 
$2,521,000. 

Development of deep-well irrigation 
has been one of the principal forms 
of American aid to India’s 5-year de- 
velopment plan, FOA said. U. S. aid 
is providing part of the cost of 2,650 
new irrigation wells in the Gangetic 
plain of northern India. More than 
900 of these wells have been drilled. 


As each well irrigates from 300 to 
400 acres of land, the program will 
make possible a large increase in In- 
dian food production, FOA pointed 
out. Water resources of the Gangetic 
plain have been proved by drilling of 
wells by individuals and State govern- 
ments over the last 20 years. It is be- 
lieved, however, that in other smaller 
river basins and coastal areas addi- 
tional ground-water resources may be 
discovered. 


Purpose Is To Test Drill 

The purpose of the exploratory pro- 
gram, therefore, is to test drill in ad- 
ditional areas, such as the Purna Basin 
and Narbada Valley in the State of 
Madhya Pradesh in Central India, the 
Tapti Valley in Bombay State, and 
unproved areas in 12 other States in 
all major areas of India. 


The exploratory program will be 
carried out by the Government itself, 
largely with Indian personnel who 
will thus gain experience in explora- 
tory operations to be continued by 
India in the future. Drilling equip- 
ment is being imported from the 
United States with funds from the 
overall program. 


The Parsons Co. will shonin on the 
operational plan and organization; on 
types, specifications, and quantities of 
equipment; on design and method of 
construction of wells; on collection, 
correlation, and analysis of data; and 
on training of Indian technicians and 
other operative personnel. It is ex- 
pected that Parsons will supply an 
engineer, a hydrologist, drilling super- 
intendents, and drillers, and the nec- 
essary home office personnel in the 
United States. The contract will run 
34 months. 





The 1954 rice crop in Italy is esti- 
mated to be about 940,000 tons, an 
increase over last year’s crop, the U. 
8S. Department of Agriculture reports. 
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New Zealand To Ease Importing 
In ‘55; U. S. Goods To Benefit 


New Zealand’s import-licensing program for the calendar year 1955 
provides for a substantial relaxation of restrictions, including those 
on some essential goods from the United States and Canada. 

The system of limiting foreign exchange allocations, instituted in 1952 
as a further means of controlling imports from soft-currency countries, 


is to be abolished at the end of 1954, 
although imports from soft-currency 
sources of goods competitive with New 
Zealand industry will remain subject 
to import licensing. 

The list of goods free of licensing 
regardless of origin has been extended 
from 30 items in 1954 (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, May 24, 1954, p. 8) to 
90 items in 1955. 

Important additions to the list in- 
clude crawler tractors, spare parts for 
all tractors and motor vehicles, artifi- 
cers’ tools, sewing and knitting ma- 
chines, adding and computing ma- 
chines, surgical and dental appliances, 





Peru To Enter Cars Under Quotas 


permits and prove the necessity of im- 
portation. 

The new tax, as heretofore, is as- 
sessed over and above the import duty 
and is based on a graduated scale of 
rates, as follows: 
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On vehicles valued at more than 
$2,501 the tax will increase by 2 per- 
cent for each increase of $100 or frac- 
tion in value. 

Automobiles not originating in the 
United States will be subject to taxes 
based on the foreign value converted 
to U. S. dollars. 

The former internal tax amounted 
to 30 percent ad valorem on cars valued 
at 30,000 soles (US$1,500) f. o. b. or 
more. 

The new import-control system was 
established by a Government decree 
dated July 27 but not published or 
otherwise made known to the public 
until expiration of the embargo. 

The embargo was originally effective 
November 13, 1953, and was renewed 
in May for a 3-month period (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Nov. 30, 1953, p. 13; 
May 24, 1954, p. 7).—Emb., Lima. 


canned fish, dried prunes, and some 
chemicals and metals. 

The policy toward importing from 
the United States and Canada, ac- 
cording to a statement of the Minister 
of Industries and Commerce, is “to 
adopt a more liberal attitude toward 
applications for licenses to import es- 
sential plant and equipment and in- 
dustrial raw materials.” 

Although no indication is given as 
to the extent to which this policy will 
increase licenses for dollar goods, it 
is understood to mean that the previ- 
ous rigid controls, which led to denial 
of licenses for dollar imports if the 
goods were available elsewhere, will 
be modified to permit a wider range 
of imports. Licenses are expected to 
be granted for dollar goods of lower 
price or better quality than for similar 
goods from nondollar sources. 


Auto Quotas Increased 


Motor vehicles are to remain under 
import licensing in 1955 regardless of 
country of origin, although their im- 
port will be further liberalized. Under 
this liberalization the allocation for 
the United States and Canada in 1955 
may be about 3,000 cars and between 
500 and-600 three-quarter ton trucks. 

Also, licensing authorities have in- 
dicated that unspecified quantities of 
wallpaper and linoleum may be per- 
mitted import from the dollar area 
and that the American quotas for 
printed books and papers and wooden 
tool handles are set at i100 percent of 
1954 licenses, and sausage casing 
quotas at 100 percent of 1953 licenses. 

With the exception of goods on the 
free list all imports from the dollar 
area are to remain subject to licens- 
ing.—Emb., Wellington. 





Panama Prohibits Import of 
Edible Oil Except Olive 


Import into Panama of edible oil 
except olive oil is prohibited for 60 
days beginning August 17, by resolu- 
tion No. 65 of the Panamanian Office 
of Price Control. 

Fifteen days were granted for re- 
ceipt of current orders provided that 
notice was given to the price-control 
authorities within 8 days of the effec- 
tive date. 

Possible extension of the ban for an 
additional 60 days is provided for.— 
Emb., Panama. 
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Cuba Requests Renegotiation of Concession 
In General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 


The Government of Cuba has re- 
quested renegotiation of a concession 
granted in 1947 to the United States 
on steel reinforcing bars in the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. 

The contracting parties to that 
agreement, including the United 
States, have agreed to this renegotia- 
tion, in accordance with the under- 
standing reached by them at their 
eighth session that they would give 
sympathetic consideration to requests 
for renegotiation under exceptional 
circumstances. 

The Cuban Government’s purpose 
in requesting the renegotiation is to 
obtain a modification of the conces- 
sion granted on “rolled steel rods, 
plain or corrugated for construction 
purposes,” that is, steel reinforcing 
bars, under item 36-B of part I of 
Cuban schedule IX of the General 
Agreement. Item 36-B also covers 
other products, but the renegotiation 
will be confined to reinforcing bars. 

The rate of duty applicable to Cu- 
ban imports of reinforcing bars from 
the United States is now 0.30 peso 
(US$0.30) per 100 kilograms. 

In the course of the renegotiation 
the United States may request com- 
pensation in the form of other conces- 
sions from Cuba in return for agree- 
ment to the modification of the con- 
cession on steel reinforcing bars. 

Possible compensatory concessions 
may include new concessions on prod- 
ucts not now in the Cuban schedule 
of concessions or additional conces- 
sions on products already in such 
schedule. Should modifications in the 
schedule of Cuban tariff concessions 
be agreed upon during the renegotia- 
tions, they would have to receive final 
approval of all the contracting par- 
ties to the General Agreement. 

Interested persons may submit any 
views with regard to steel reinforc- 
ing bars to the Committee for Reci- 
procity Information, the interdepart- 
mental committee established to re- 
ceive views on trade agreement mat- 
ters. In addition to views on this 
product, views are also invited regard- 
ing any Cuban products on which new 
or additional concessions might be re- 
quested as compensation for any 
agreed modification. 

Such views should be submitted by 





The Belgian transmission tax on 
roasted and unroasted coffee has been 
reduced to 3 percent ad valorem from 
45 percent for the period June 20-De- 
cember 20. 

This reduction was put into effect 
by a Royal decree dated June 17 and 
published on June 20. 

The Benelux import duty on coffee 
will continue to be suspended until 
December 31. 


the close of business on September 
13. All communications on these mat- 
ters, in 11 copies, should be addressed 
to: The Secretary of the Committee 
for Reciprocity Information, Tariff 
Commission Building, Washington 25. 
D. C. 





Indian-Italian Pact 
Lists Trade Items 


Commodity schedules are included 
in a trade arrangement concluded be- 
tween India and Italy on July 29, to 
become effective immediately and re- 
main valid through December 31. The 
schedules, however, are subject to re- 
vision at the beginning of 1955. 

Some of the important commodities 
available for export from India to 
Italy are: 


Tea; tobacco; coal; mineral ores, includ- 
ing manganese, kyanite, bauxite, and low- 
grade chromium-bearing ores; lac and shel- 
lac; raw goat and sheep skins. 

Hydrogenated oils; essential oils; raw cot- 
ton; cotton waste; silk waste; certain drugs; 


medicines and pharmaceutical products; 
turpentine. 
Leather footwear; carpets; coir, including 


yarn and other manufactures; bristles; glass- 
ware other than thermos flasks; linoleum; 
carding machines; sports gcods; hangicrafts; 
and Indian motion pictures. 


Among items available for export 
from Italy to India are: 


Foodstuffs: artificial silk yarn and fabrics; 
staple fibers; clothing and accessories; manu- 
factured goods of aluminum and its alloys; 
magnesium alloys and their manufactures. 

Railroad rolling stock; ball and roller bear- 
ings; agricultural machinery; industrial and 
electrical machinery; typewriters; adding and 
calculating machines; ‘machine tools; in- 
dustrial furnaces. 

Motion picture equipment; 
cameras; raw film; X-ray tubes; raw and 
refined sulfur; dyestuffs; fire extinguishers 
and fire-fighting equipment. 


The two countries are to accord to 
each other the same treatment given 
by them to other countries in the 
same currency group. They also will 
accord to the ships of either party 
treatment no less favorable than that 
granted to ships of any other foreign 
country. r 

Development of air passenger and 
freight services between the two coun- 
tries and promotion of mutual eco- 
nomic and industrial cooperation are 
also provided for. 

Indian imports from Italy in the 
past few years have exceeded exports 
to that country, trade statistics indi- 
cate. Exports to Italy in the Indian 
fiscal year 1953-54, ended on March 31, 
amounted to 51.2 million rupees and 
imports from that country totaled 
230.7 million rupees (1 rupee = 
US$0.21). Comparable exports in 1952- 
53, with 1951-52 figures in parentheses, 
were 109 million rupees (79.9 million) 
and imports, 120.1 million rupees 
(179.8 million). 

The new trade arrangement was 
concluded by an exchange of letters in 
New Delhi. 


photographic 
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Some Indian Exports 
Eased, Others Banned 


India will follow a liberal export- 
licensing policy for a number of com- 
modities, the Government has an- 
nounced, although the ban on export 
of Avilpories (Rauwolfia serpentina 
Benth et Kurz) has been extended to 
cover other species of this crude drug, 
such as Rauwolfia canescens. 

Also, an additional quota of castor 
oil, valid for shipment to the end of 
October, has been released. Each 
shipper will receive an additional 
quota of 50 percent of shipments 
made by him in 1953, although the 
maximum allotment permitted him 
will be 400 long tons. 

Linseed, kardiseed, and nigerseed 
oils will continue to be licensed freely 
for export through December 31. 

Free export licensing also has been 
extended through December 31 for 
woolen yarns; hard-cotton. waste; 
soft-cotton waste except silver waste, 
roving ends, and bondas; silk waste, 
including throwsters’ silk waste of 
certain provincial origin; copper and 
brass manufactures; and the follow- 
ing chemicals: Aluminum oxide, ani- 
line and alkylated aniline, lithophone 
and cadmium lithophone, sodium hy- 
drosulfite, acetone, arsenic sulfide, 
calcium carbide, caustic potash, dibu- 
tyl phthalate and dimethyl phthalate, 
hydrogen peroxide, and phosphorous. 


Sweden, Germany Set 
New Trade Quotas 


Exchange of goods between Sweden 
and Germany in the year ending June 
30, 1955, is provided for in the fifth 
protocol to their commodity exchange 
agreement of January 26, 1951. 

Like the fourth protocol, which 
covered commodity exchanges in the 
first half of 1954, the new protocol 
has appended lists of quotas covering 
goods which may not be exchanged 
freely under each country’s Organiza- 
tion for European Economic Coopera- 
tion trade liberalization program. 

Among the Swedish imports from 
Germany covered by these new quotas, 
shown in million crowns unless other- 
wise specified (1 crown=US$0.193), 
are: 

Passenger automobiles, light trucks, and 
assembly parts, 140 

Heavy trucks, 10. 


Motorcycles and side cars, 5. 

Spare parts and accessories for motor- 
cycles, 1. 

Corn and rice starch, 250,000 crowns. 

Ink, paint, and lacquers, 1.6. 

Such chemical products as detergents, in- 
secticides, and disinfectants, 3.6. 

Jewelry and precious stones, 1.5. 

Specified textiles, 1. 

The Swedish import quota for apples and 
pears is set at 400,000 crowns, but with the 
reservation that Sweden may impose tem- 
porary import restrictions on these fruits. 


Swedish exports to Germany under 
(Continued on Page 23) 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 








Egypt Enters U. S. 
Refrigerators 


Knocked-down. refrigerators 
may now be imported into Egypt 
from the dollar area under the 
Egyptian export account-import 
entitlement procedure. 

The price of the knocked-down 
parts may not exceed two-thirds 
of the refrigerator’s price after 
final assembly in Egypt.—Emb., 
Cairo. 

The export account-import 
entitlement procedure is ex- 
plained in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, March 29, 1954, page 11. 











Sweden and India Agree To 
Foster Merchandise Trade 


Sweden and India agreed, in an ex- 
change of letters on June 8, to assist 
in furthering mutual trade to the 
maximum extent possible, especially 
in commodities included in schedules 
A and B accompanying the letters. 

These schedules are to form an in- 
tegral part of the arrangement, which 
is valid to December 31. 

The Swedish export schedule in- 
cludes a wide range of products, such 
as cement, some chemicals, tall oil, 
forest products, iron and steel, iron 
and steel products, machinery and 
equipment, office machines, instru- 
ments, and radios and phonographs. 

India’s export list includes raw cot- 
ton, cotton textiles, jute goods, hemp, 
cotton waste, leather goods, essential 
dils, tea, coffee, tobacco, shellac, iron 
ore, and coal. 

This exchange of letters continues a 
practice of the past few years whereby 
Sweden and India seek to foster mu- 
tual trade. 





Venezuela To Drop Import 
Controls on Some Textiles 


Venezuelan import controls on spec- 
ified categories of cotton piece goods 
and on artifical silk piece goods are 
to be abolished effective September 24. 

These controls include the import 
quota for cotton piece goods and the 
licensing. system under which prefer- 
ential import duty treatment is 
granted pure or mixed artifical silk 
cloth. 

-Venezuelan customs tariff classifica- 
tions affected by this action are Nos. 
71 through 85, inclusive, and Nos. 90 
and 139. 

The action is said to have been 
taken because new higher import 
duties (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Aug. 9, 1954, p. 12) make the controls 
unnecessary.—Emb., Caracas. 


August 30, 1954 


Chile, Yugoslavia Sign MFN Pact 


Reciprocal most - favored-nation 
treatment in customs duties and other 
taxes levied on import and export 
trade is provided for in a trade and 
payments treaty signed between Chile 
and Yugloslavia on August 2. 

Excepted from such treatment are 
concessions or benefits which either 
contracting party may extend to bor- 
der trade, partners in a customs union, 
partners in a treaty of economic un- 
ion, referring to Chile’s treaty with 
Argentina, or to a free-trade zone. 
Also excepted are advantages which 
may be extended to third States by 
virtue of multilateral agreements to 
which the other contracting party has 
not adhered. This exception refers 
to the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade, to which Chile is a con- 
tracting party, but Yugoslavia is not. 

Both Governments agree to encour- 
age and facilitate trade between the 
two countries. An annual interchange 
of commodities specified in two lists 
annexed to the treaty to a value of 
US$4 million each way is expected. 
The lists are only indicative, however, 
and may be freely altered by mutual 
agreement. Moreover, the trade will be 
subject to the regular exchange and 
import controls. 


Chilean products expected to enter 





Mexico To Require Import 
Permits for Well Pumps 


Deep-well and ordinary pumps have 
been added to Mexico’s list of items 
requiring prior import permit from 
the Ministry of Economy, effective Au- 
gust 6. 

Mexican import tariff classifications 
affected are the following: 

8.21.00, Pumps for extracting liquids, not 
specified. 


8.21.05, Pumps for extracting liquids from 
deep wells whose suction and propulsion sys- 
tem includes a special arrangement for op- 
erating within the liquid beneath the surface 
of the ground and whose motor is submersi- 


ble 
—Diario Oficial, August 6, 1954. 





Austria Proposes To Ease 
Foreign Exchange Controls 


The Austrian National Bank re- 
portedly is planning soon to abolish 
its requirement that exporters offer 
to the State the foreign exchange 
proceeds of their sales to countries of 
the European Payments Union. 

Thereafter importers would be in a 
position to acquire EPU currencies di- 
rectly from private banks. 

Further, noncommercial transfers 
up to 500 schillings (about US$20) 
would then be permitted, and private 
Austrian banks would be authorized 
to carry out arbitrage operations 
among the various EPU currencies. 


into the trade include copper pro- 
duced by Chile’s small- and medium- 
sized mining industry, sulfur and 
other minerals, wool, rice, and other 
products. 


Copper produced by Chile’s great 
copper mining industry will not enter 
into the compensation trade. Also, 
trade in Chilean nitrates will be gov- 
erned by special agreements between 
the Chilean Nitrate and Iodine Export 
coms Corp. and the Yugoslav Govern- 
ment. 


The list of Yugoslav products in- 
cludes paper, electrical equipment, 
agricultural machinery, steel, drugs 
and many other commodities. 


Trade between the two countries is 
(Continued on Page 23) 





Swiss and Finns Plan Trade 
Under Amended Agreement 


Swiss exports to Finland worth up 
to 25 million Swiss francs are pro- 
vided for in an amended trade and 
payments agreement of 1940 which 
has been reextended for 1 year be- 
ginning June 1 (1 Swiss franc = about 
US$0.233). 


Swiss exports are to consist chiefly 
of machinery, vehicles, instruments, 
textiles and textile products, horologi- 
cal products, chemicals and pharma- 
ceuticals, aniline dyes, fresh fruit and 
fruit products, and aluminum prod- 
ucts. 

Finnish exports to Switzerland are 
to include woodpulp, pulpwood, lum- 
ber, cellulose, paper, cardboard, ply- 
wood panels, hardboard, and other 
wood and paper products, turpentine, 
tall oil, asbestos panels and raw as- 
bestos, dairy products, glassware, por- 
celain, china, and various metal prod- 
ucts. 





Guatemala Permits Import 
Of Medical Literature 


Medical and pharmaceutical litera- 
ture may be imported into Guatemala 
in any quantity, by a Ministry of 
Economy resolution published and ef- 
fective July 27. 


Formerly material of this type was 
entered only when imported in lots of 
less than 100 copies each. 


This easing of the Guatamalan pro- 
hibition against import of printed, 
lithographea, and silk screen process 
materials, which went into effect on 
May 13, 1952 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, June 23, 1952, p. 12) report- 
edly was taken at the request of 
pharmaceutical importers who find it 
necessary to import large quantities 
of instructions for the use of various 
medical products.—Emb., Guatemala. 
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U. S.-European Currency Relationships 


The following table, resembling the familiar type of 
mileage chart showing distances between cities, expresses 
various European currencies in terms of U. S. dollars, and, 
vice versa, it sets forth the interrelationships among these 
European currencies. All the quotations are based on 
official exchange rates. 

The currency relationships presented here do not take 
into account day-to-day market fluctuations in the various 
exchange rates. Neither do they reflect the impact on 


basic exchange rates of export bonuses or other special] 
factors that must be considered in specific trade transac- 
tions. 

The table is intended to serve principally as a rough 
guide in making preliminary calculations. For close cal- 
culations it is necessary to obtain up-to-the-minute in- 
formation from financial institutions specializing in for- 
eign exchange. 
























































Country | Currency unit Rh. a s Bfrs. Dkr. |Ffrs. DM /|£sh.dj Lire Nkr. Esc. Pts. Skr. | Sfrs. 
RP Ti ceneeres aes $ 1 1.00 26.00 50.00 6. 350 4.20;0 7 2 625 3.80 7.14 28.75 38 5.17 4.30 
Austria....... iSchilling......... s 100 3.85 | 100.00 192.50 | 26.50 |1,346 | 16.15/1 7 6| 2,405} 14.62 | 27.46 | 110.60 148 19.90 | 16.54 
Belgium...... |Belgian franc....| Bfrs. 100 2.00 52.00} 100.00 | 13.80 | 700 8.40/014 3] 1,250] 7.60 | 14.28 7.50 77 10.35 8.60 
Denmark...... i\Danish krone....| Dkr 100 | 14.48 | 376.80] 724.65 | 100.00 | 5,072 60.85 |5 3 8] 9,060 5.07 | 103.50 | 416.65 557 74.95 | 62.32 
PFARCE.....-.. rench franc..... Firs. 1,000 2.86 74.30 142.85 | 19.70 | 1,000 12.00 }019 8] 1,785] 10.86 20.40 2.15 91 14.75 | 12.29 
Germany.....: | Deutschemark...| DM 100 | 23.80 | 619.00} 1,190.50 | 164.30 |8,333 | 100.00 |810 0| 14,880 .50 | 170.00 | 684.50 905 | 123.10 | 102.38 
Great Britain.’Pound............ £ 1 2.80 72.80 139.90 | 19.30 | 1,020 11.75|1 0 0} 1,750] 10.65 | 20.00 80.00 93 14.50 | 12.04 
iss o4%.n0de TC. neil be¢:nGine Lire 1,000 1.60 41.60 80. 11.05| 5 6.70}011 5} 1,000) 6.18 | 11.42 | 46.00 62 8.25 6.88 
Netherlands... |Guilder.......... Hf. 100 | 26.30 | 684.20] 1,315.80 | 181.60 |9,210 | 110.50 |9 711] 16,450 |100.00 | 187.90 | 756.60 | 1,012 | 136.05 113.16 
Norway....... /Norwegian krone.| Nkr. 100 | 14.00 | 364.5 700.30 | 96.65 | 4,902 58.80 |5 0 0} 8,755) 53.20 | 100.00 | 402.65 53: 72.40 | 60.22 
Portugal...... \Escudo........... Esc. 100 3.48 $0.45| 173.90 | 24.00 |1,217 14.60|1 5 0| 2,175) 13.20 | 24.85 | 100.00 132 18.00 | 14.96 
Spain......... Ps ccecenete ae Pts. 100 2.60 67.60 130.00 17.95 | 1,100 9.15}1 1 6] 1,625 9.88 18.80 74.75 100 13.45 | 11.18 
Sweden....... Swedish krona...| Skr. 100 | 19.33 | 502.90 967.10 | 133.45 |6,770 81.25|618 2/] 12,090 | 73.50 | 138.10 | 556.10 744 | 100.00 | 83.17 
Switzerland...i\Swiss franc...... Sfrs. 100 | 23.30 | 604.65 | 1,162.80 | 160.50 18,140 | 97.6518 6 01 14,535 88.37 1166.05 .60 894 | 120.23 | 100.00 





General Note 
For a number of countries there exist unofficial quotations show- 
ing considerable discounts from official rates. The extent of the 
discount varies according to the degree of restrictions (on converti- 
bility, transfer, etc.) to which the particular currency is subjected. 


Notes on Individual Currencies 

United States—One troy ounce of fine gold=$35. $1—0.888671 
grams of fine gold. é 

Austria.—Par value 826 to the dollar 

Belgium.—Par value Bfrs50 to the dollar. The free-market rate 
for banknotes in New York City was approximately the same on 
August 19, 1954. 

Denmark.—Par value Dkr6.91 to the dollar. 

France.—Official value Ffrs350 to the dollar. The free-market rate 
for banknotes in New York City was approximately Ffrs349.6 to the 
dollar on August 19, 1954. 

Germany (Federal Republic).—Par value DM4.20 to the dollar. On 
August 19, 1954, the free-market rate for banknotes in New York City 
Was approximately DM4.19 to the dollar. “Acquired blocked marks” 


(Sperrmarks), usable by non-Germans for investments and certain 
commodity and financial transactions, were traded in New York City 
at approximately 4.57 to the dollar on August 19, 1954. 

Great Britain.—Par value $2.80 to the pound. The free-market 
rate for banknotes in New York City was approximately $2.81 to the 
pound on August 19, 1954. 

Italy.—Par value not yet established. The free-market rate for 
banknotes in New York City was approximately 625 lire to the dollar 
on August 19, 1954. 

Netherlands.—Par value Hfi3.80 to the dollar. The free-market 
rate for banknotes in New York City was approximately Hfi3.78 to the 
dollar on August 19, 1954. 

Portugal.—Par value Esc28.75 to the dollar. 

Spain.—No par’ value established. Spain employs a multiple ex- 
change rate system. The free-market rate for banknotes in New York 
City was approximately Pts42.4 to the dollar on August 19, 1954. 

Sweden.—Par value Skr5.173 to the dollar. 

Switzerland.—Par value not established. One Swiss franc—0.2032258 
grams of fine gold—US$0.233. In relation to the dollar, the ‘‘free- 
market” rate and the “official-market”’ rate for Swiss francs are equal. 








National Litani Office Set Up in Lebanon 
To Manage $100 Million Development Plan 


The Lebanese Chamber of Deputies 
has approved a law establishing a 
National Litani Office as an autono- 
mous Government agency charged 
with the responsibility of drawing up 
annual construction programs for the 
development of the Litani River 
waters with respect to irrigation, 
drainage, potable water, and electri- 
fication. (See item under “World 
Trade Leads” in this issue of Foreign 
Commerce Weekly). 

Development of the Litani River 
Basin will be based upon a report pre- 
sented to the Lebanese Government 
by the U. S. Foreign Operations Mis- 
sion in Lebanon providing for a co- 
ordinated development program over 
a period of 25 years costing the equiv- 
alent of $100 million. 

The Litani development project is 
considered one of the most vital for 
Lebanon’s economic development, and 
the committee designated to study the 
project has recommended that the 
largest share of the country’s finances 
be used to implement the plan in the 
shortest possible time. 

The National Litani Office will be 
empowered to let contracts for actual 


construction either by public tender, 
by direct negotiations with one or 
more individual firms, or to an in- 
dividual private firm under State 
control. Following is an unofficial 
translation of pertinent provisions of 
the law which will become effective 


when published in the Lebanese Offi- 
cial Journal: 


Office To Follow Surveys 


Article 1—A National Litani Office 
is created. Its duty shall be to carry 
out the Litani project of irrigation, 
drainage, potable water and electri- 
fication, within the scope of a general 
planning of Lebanese waters, and in 
accordance with the surveys made by 
the Government with the cooperation 
of Point IV. It’shall also have to 
lay an interconnection system be- 
tween Lebanese power generating 
plants and to install transformers and 
a distributing system throughout all 
Lebanese regions. 

Article 2.—The office shall be con- 
sidered as a public utility institution 
enjoying legal status, and financial 
and administrative autonomy. It shall 
be subject to the audit office and 


public accounting rules and to regu- 
lations governing Government em- 
ployees only as provided in the pres- 
ent law. 

Article 3.—The management of the 
Office shall be entrusted to a board 
of directors composed of nine mem- 
bers, the chairman and vice-chair- 
man of which shall be appointed by 
decree to be issued by the Council of 
Ministers. 


The- mandate of the board of di- 
rectors shall last 3 years, and may be 


renewed for all or any of the members 
of the board. 


The members of the board of di- 
rectors shall receive a lump compen- 
sation to be fixed in the decree ap- 
pointing them and which shall be 
entered in the “standing expenses” 
account. They, should the occasion 
arise, shall receive a transportation 
allowance. 


Programs To Be Planned Yearly 


Article 7—The board of directors 
shall work out, during October every 
year, a works program to be carried 
out the next year, together with an 
approximate estimate of costs. 

The works program shall be sub- 
mitted to the approval of the Minis- 
ters of Public Works and Finance 
during the first half of November. 
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In case of disagreement on certain 
points of the program, the matter 
shall be referred to the Council of 
Ministers which shall settle the differ- 
ence during the second half of the 
same month. 

Article 8.—The board of directors 
shall cause the works to be carried 
out, whatever their cost may be, 
through tenders, by direct negotia- 
tion, or under State control. 

The board of directors shall have 
the right to cause all or part of the 
works to be carried out or financed 
py corporations or institutions provid- 
ed the latter comply with the articles 
and conditions approved by the Gov- 
ernment. 

Article 11—The decisions of the 
board shall be carried out by the chair- 
man of the board assisted by a di- 
rector general and Lebanese or for- 
eign specialists. 

Article 12—An autonomous. fund 
shall be created to finance the Litani 
project, the installation of systems 
of interconnection and distribution, 
and transformers. This fund shall be 
supplied by Treasury loans, domestic 
or foreign loans, loans from inter- 
national institutions with the Gov- 
ernment’s guaranty, or by the pro- 
ceeds of sales of a part of the State 
property. 

Article 15.—The Minister of Finance 
is authorized to advance to the office 
L£5 million and also is authorized to 
advance all other amounts required 
annually to carry out the works pro- 
gram drawn up by the office. 

Article 17.—The conditions for op- 
eration of the Litani project and the 
interconnection, distribution, and 
transformer network, following their 
completion, shall be defined by a sub- 
sequent law.—Emb., Beirut. 


U.S. Armed Forces Abroad Spend 
Billions, Aid Foreign Economies 


Outlays of the U. S. Armed Forces abroad reached $2.5 billion in 1953 
and totaled over $6 billion from mid-1950 to the end of 1953. 

In analyzing this important segment of the international balance of 
payments, the Office of Business Economics, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, reported in the August issue of the Survey of Current Business 


that these outlays currently form one 
of the most important sources of dol- 
lar income for foreign countries. 

In 1953, earnings of foreign coun- 
tries from this source accounted for 
15 percent of all foreign sales of goods 
and services to the United States, and 
contributed greatly to the increase of 
over $2 billion in foreign gold and 
dollar reserves. 

About half of the military expendi- 
tures in 1953 were in countries of 
Western Europe and their dependen- 
cies. Such dollar earnings were a 
major factor in the improvement in 
the economic situation of these coun- 
tries which enabled them to relax dis- 
criminatory restrictions in their for- 
eign transactions, particularly against 
imports from the United States. Mili- 
tary expenditures of nearly $1 billion 
in the Far East, mainly in Japan, pro- 
vided a large share of the funds re- 
quired to purchase necessary agricul- 
tural and industrial products from the 
United States. 


Big Increase in Short Time 


The large increase in military ex- 
penditures abroad occurred in a rela- 
tively short period, with important 
effects not only on current interna- 
tional economic relations but also on 
industrial activity.and the utilization 
of resources in foreign countries. Anal- 





Haitian Imports... 
(Continued from Page 5) 


ing 1,021 out of a total of 1,132 air 
passengers. 

The Swiss firm of Cable Lasso has 
begun installation of an aerial cable 
car in the Morne des Commissaires 
region near the southern end of the 
Haitian-Dominican border. This will 
be used for transportation of pine logs 
from the mountain forests to the road 
at a lower elevation. The total cost is 
estimated at $438,250, and the project 
is expected to be in operation by De- 
cember. Parts of this area have been 
logged off, and reforestation is now 
in progress. 

Work on the ancillary facilities of 
the bauxite mining corporation near 
Miragoane is well under way. Prelimi- 
hary construction includes the build- 
ing of a residential area and utilities 
plant for the managerial staff, a haul- 
ing road 12 miles in length, and load- 
ing facilities at the port. Acquisition 
of land titles is encountering minor 
opposition from some _ landowners. 


Haitian mining law, however, pro- 
August 30, 1954 


vides for condemnation in such cases, 
and no delay in excavation is ex- 
pected to result. 

A stretch of asphalt highway from 
Cap Haitien to Ouanaminthe on the 
Dominican border was opened during 
July. Paving work continues on the 
Port-au-Prince-Cap Haitien highway, 
which is now about three-fourths 
completed. When finished, this will 
provide a continuous, paved road from 
Port-au-Prince to Ouanaminthe, a 
distance of some 221 miles. 

Another 30 units in the Cite Mag- 
loire No. 2 housing project were 
turned over to the director of the 
agency by the builders. 

Construction has begun on the hos- 
pital at Deschapelles in the Artibonite 
Valley. This project is being carried 
out by an American foundation.— 
Emb., Port-au-Prince. 





Swedish butter production in the 
first 6 months of 1954 totaled 102 
million pounds compared with 108 
million pounds in the like period of 
1953, according to the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 





ysis of these expenditures indicates 
that the total will be fairly stable in 
the near future and will have a con- 
tinuing important influence upon the 
economies of foreign countries. 

Principally because of increased ex- 
penditures under the offshore pro- 
curement program, military outlays 
in Western Europe expanded by $400 
million in 1953 to reach $1.2 billion. 
Outlays in the Far East were already 
expanded in 1952 and increased mod- 
erately in 1953. 

Five countries—Canada, France, 
Germany, Japan, and the United 
Kingdom—received over 70 percent of 
the total dollar outflow from military 
disbursements abroad in 1953. The 
largest recipient by far was Japan, 
where outlays rose by $30 million to 
aggregate about $775 million, or three- 
tenths of the total. 

Japan has utilized the special out- 
lays of the United States to help fi- 
nance its deficit on other interna- 
tional transactions. The Japanese 
overall trade deficit in 1953 was about 
$1.1 billion, much larger than in the 
previous year despite a gradual in- 
crease in exports since early 1953, and 
the imbalance with the United States 
alone was $815 million. 

France was the second largest re- 
cipient of U. S. military outlays in 
1953. Expanded receipts from off- 
shore procurement program contracts 
and other U. S. expenditures con- 
tributed to a decided improvement in 
France’s international accounts. To- 
tal outlays by American troops and 
military establishments in 1953 were 
over $400 million. ; 

The income to Germany from the 
presence of U. S. troops continued 
high in 1953, amounting to about $240 
million. This consisted principally of 
their private expenditures, but dollar 
disbursements for the support of such 
troops were not inconsiderable. 

The rapid expansion of foreign out- 
lays by the military departments 
slowed down in the first half of 1954 
as expenditures in the Far East de- 
clined following the Korean armistice. 
Nevertheless, military disbursements 
are likely to be somewhat larger in 
1954 than in 1953 because of expand- 
ing transactions in Western Europe, 
OBE said. 





U. S. imports of merchandise from 
Switzerland in 1953 totaled $161,432,- 
000 and U. S. exports to Switzerland 
amounted to $134,396,000. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





First International Instrument Congress, 
Exposition Scheduled in Philadelphia 


The First International Instrument 
Congress and Exposition will be held 
in Philadelphia, Pa., September 13-24. 
Registration will take place in the 
lobby of the Commercial Museum and 
Convention Hall. 

The exhibit will open on September 
15 and close on September 21. Admis- 
sion to both the meetings and the ex- 
hibit is by official badge, obtained on 
registration. No registration fee is 
charged for the exhibits. A special 
program has been arranged for the 
wives and daughters of men attending 
the event. 

The Third Analytical Instrument 
Clinic will be held in connection with 
this congress and exposition, on Sep- 
tember 13, 14, and 15. It also will be 
located in the Commercial Museum 
and Convention Hall. 

The clinic, a lecture and demon- 
stration course on the latest and most 
advanced analytical instruments, is 
planned for technicians, engineers, 
physicists, and chemists who are 
using, or contemplate using, these in- 
struments. It promises to be of par- 
ticular interest to graduate students 
in chemistry and physics. 

The 8-hour session on each instru- 
ment will be conducted by two or more 
experts and will cover the theory 
of the instrument, electronic, optical, 
and mechanical design features as 
well as details of application. 


Advance Registration Required 

Advance registration will be re- 
quired with Dr. Axel H. Peterson, Mel- 
lon Institute, 4400 Fifth Avenue, Pitts- 
burgh 13, Pa. Registration is free to 
graduate students and foreign visi- 
tors. 

The Fifth Preconference Instrument 
Society of America Instrument Main- 
tenance Clinic will offer to instrument 
men and apprentices instruction on 
maintenance of various basic types of 
instruments. 

The clinic will begin with a 2-hour 
session at 1 p. m. on Friday, September 





Cologne International Fair 
Scheduled for September 


The Cologne International Autumn 
Fair 1954 will be held September 5-7, 
at Cologne, Germany. The fair will 
feature household goods and hard- 
ware. 

The city of Cologne will offer all 
visitors a cultural program during the 
period of the fair. 

Further information may be ob- 
tained from the German-American 
Trade Promotion Office, Empire State 
Building, Suite 6900, 350 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 1, N.Y. 
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17, followed by sessions on Saturday 
and Sunday, in classrooms set up in 
Dietrich Hall, University of Pennsyl- 
vania. The clinic is open to members 
of the Instrument Society of America 
and members of cooperating societies 
without charge. 

A registration fee will be charged 
for nonmembers, but all persons de- 
siring to attend the clinic must be 
registered. Prior registration may be 
made by writing to P. V. Jones, Jr., 
Manager, Instrument Society of 
America, 1319 Allegheny Avenue, 
Pittsburgh 33, Pa. 





U. S. Prominent at 
Utrecht Fall Fair 


The United States will be the third 
largest foreign exhibitor at the In- 
ternational Fall Fair, September 7-16, 
in Utrecht, the Netherlands; 103 U. 8S. 
firms will participate. 

Other countries exhibiting, in order 
of importance, are: Germany, Great 
Britain, Switzerland, France, Belgium, 
Sweden, Italy, and Denmark. Exhibits 
from Canada, Ireland, Norway, Fin- 
land, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Aus- 
tria, Eastern Germany, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Pakistan, Morocco, Spain, Hun- 
gary, and Japan also will be shown. 

The medical laboratory equipment, 
efficiency, and mechanical handling 
are among the main sections of the 
fair. A separate show will be orga- 
nized in a new exhibition hall, where 
a complete picture will be given of the 
technical and scientific progress in 
the field of instruments and appa- 
ratus for hospitals, universities, labo- 
ratories, and the industry. 


A great number of new types of of- 
fice equipment and bookkeeping sys- 
tems will be shown in the efficiency 
section. This section also will display 
stationery, printed matter, advertising 
articles and packing materials, school 
furniture, and gymnasium equipment. 
Fork lift trucks will be shown in the 
section for mechanical handling plant. 


The consumer goods sections, to be 
housed in the Vredenburg buildings, 
will include exhibits of household 
goods, glassware and pottery, articles 
of industrial art, luxury household 
goods, smokers’ requisites, and reli- 
gious goods. Toys and sport goods, 
toilet articles, perfumery and cos- 
metics, interior decoration and small 


furniture, and leatherware also will be 
shown. 


Foreign visitors who apply on ar- 
rival at Utrecht to the reception pa- 
vilion of the Foreign Relations De- 
partment of the fair will receive a free 
permanent admission ticket. 


—— 


Istanbul To Be Host 
To Road Congress 


The Tenth International Road Con- 
gress will be held in Istanbul, Septem- 
ber 19-24. Approximately 1,500 road 
construction engineers, administra- 
tors, and other personnel connected 
with highway maintenance and 
operation from 44 countries will par- 
ticipate in the congress. 

A special Highway Construction and 
Maintenance Equipment and Mate- 
rials Exposition is planned to be held 
in Istanbul at the same time. This 
exposition is intended primarily for 
the benefit of the delegates but also 
will be opened to the general public. 


All American firms from the field of 
highway construction and mainte- 
nance are invited officially to display 
their equipment and materials. The 
show offers an excellent opportunity 
to contact people directly interested 
in procurement of such equipment. 

Displayed merchandise will not have 
to be processed through Customs. 
Special foreign-exchange allocation 
will be given for the import of items 
to be sold at the fair. 

Further information may be ob- 
tained from Zafer Pamir, Milletlera- 
rasi 10 uwncu Yol Kongresi, Organiza- 
syon Komitesi, Ankara, Turkey. 





Engineering Congress Set 
For Italy in September 


The International Mechanical Engi- 
neering Congress will be held at 
Stresa, Italy, on Lake Maggiore, Sep- 
tember 24-25. The subject will be the 
role of automatic measurement in in- 
dustrial inspection. 


The congress will be held immedi- 
ately after the closing of the Fourth 
European Machine Tool Exhibition at 
Milan, September 13-23, and before 
the opening of the Fourth Interna- 
tional Technical Exhibition at Turin, 
September 29-October 10. 


Further information may be ob- 
tained from the Metallurgical and Me- 
chanical Industry Association, 20 via 
Massena, Turin, Italy. 





investment in 


VENEZUELA 


for United States investors 
conditions and outlook 


$1 


From U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices, or from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington 25, DBD. C. 
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Turkish Firm Invites 
U. S. Collaboration 


A newly organized Turkish firm, 
Basari Insaat Limited Sirketi, is inter- 
ested in collaborating with an Ameri- 
ean company in construction projects 
under the Turkish Government’s pro- 
gram. 

The firm’s management, which in- 
cludes five civil engineers, a merchant, 
and a lawyer, proposes, as its share 
of collaboration with an American 
firm, to provide local skilled and un- 
skilled labor and local engineering and 
other staff, and to utilize its local 
connections and knowledge for obtain- 
ing contracts and its knowledge of 
turkish laws, formalities, and cus- 
toms in running the jobs undertaken. 
Turkish capital and bank letters of 
guaranty also would be put up if re- 
quired. 

In return, the American participant 
would be expected to use his name 
and references for obtaining large 
contracts and provide the foreign cap- 
ital required, the plant and equip- 
ment, and the expert personnel needed 
to run the jobs. 

Alternatively, the Turkish firm 
would consider collaboration with an 
American firm interested in investing 
capital in Turkey for the establish- 
ment of a new industry; it is also in- 
terested in representing important 
American manufacturers of light and 
heavy construction equipment, elec- 
trical and pneumatic tools, heavy and 
light transport equipment, and similar 
products. 

Interested parties are invited to 
communicate with Basari Insaat Lim- 
ited Sirketi, Daglar Apt. 6, Ataturk 
Bulvari, Yenisehir, Ankara, Turkey 
(cable address: BASARI, ANKARA). 





Burmese Purchasing Mission 


To Arrive in September 


A small advance group of the Bur- 
mese Government purchasing mission 
(see Foreign Commerce Weekly, Aug. 
9, 1954, p. 18) will arrive in San Fran- 
cisco by air from Japan on September 
11 and will remain in the United 
States until October 5. The main body 
of the mission, headed by U Tin, 
Finance Minister, will arrive in San 
Francisco on September 16 and re- 
main in this country until October 15. 

The Department of Commerce has 
not yet been advised of the mission’s 
membership or complete itinerary, al- 
though it is understood that the ad- 
vance group will visit Chicago, New 
Orleans, Washington, and New York. 

As more details are received, they 
will be reported in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly. Meanwhile, it is suggested 
that manufacturers who wish to con- 
tact the mission advise the nearest 
Department of Commerce Field Office. 
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$1.25 Million Worthof Equipment, 
Construction Needed for NATO 


Eighteen new projects covering construction and supply of equipment 
in France, the Netherlands, Belgium, and Greece, totaling an estimated 
$1,252,520, have been opened toAJ. S. bidders under the international 
competitive bidding procedure of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has reported. 


The five French projects are: 

Construction of 41,000 square meters 
of interior roads (estimated cost, 
$250,000) and 4,675 square meters of 
parking area (estimated cost, $8,000), 
both at Colmar. Firms wanting to bid 
on these two projects should report 
their interest before September 1 to 
Ministere de l’Air, Service de ]’Infra- 
structure, 26 boulevard Victor, Paris. 

Construction of three protected am- 
munition shelters at Laon-Athies, at 
an estimated cost of $17,000. 

Enlarging of alert platforms involv- 
ing 7,271 square meters of concrete 
surfacing at Phalsbouvh-Bourseheld. 
Estimated cost, $100,000. 

Installation of lighting and elec- 
trical connections in a munitions de- 
pot at Chaumont-Semoutiers. Esti- 
mated cost, $11,000. 


Firms should report their interest 
in bidding on these three projects 
before September 1 to A. Aigrot, 
French Delegation to NATO, Palais 
de Chaillot, Paris. 


Projects in the Netherlands involve 
airfield work at De Peel, Soesterberg, 
Woensdrecht, Ypenburg, Eindhoven, 
and Volkel, as follows: 


Construction of parallel taxiways, 
dispersal areas, and internal roads, 
totaling 49,000 square meters of sur- 
facing. Estimated cost, $375,000. 


Construction of two buildings and 
two boiler houses, at an estimated 
cost of $18,000 each and $47,000 each, 
respectively. 

Central heating installations in 
boiler houses. Estimated cost, $44,000. 

Electrical installation in buildings 
and boiler houses. Estimated cost, 
$2,300. 


Supply of 7,000 meters of high-ten- 
sion cable (3 x 25) and of 15 sleeve 
joints. Estimated cost, $4,400. 

Various other supplies and installa- 
tions of electrical equipment, at an 
estimated cost of $2,300. 


Supply of 10 steel filter boxes (4- 
inch) for fuel tank installations, at 
an estimated cost of $1,050. 


Firms should report their interest in 
bidding on these projects before Sep- 
tember 1 to Directeur, Gebouwen, 
Werken en Terreinen, Bagijnestraat 
40, The Hague. 

Additional projects in the Nether- 
lands, at the Ypenburg airfield only, 
cover: 

Construction of steel superstructure 





of hangar-and annex, totaling 2,300 
square meters and 536 square meters, 
respectively. Estimated cost, $110,700. 

Central heating installation, without 
pipelines and boiler house, in hangar 
and annex. Estimated cost, $15,700. 

Electrical installation in hangar, 
with lightning conductor. Estimated 
cost, $11,800. 

Firms wanting to bid on these three 
projects should report their interest 
before September 2 to Directeur, 
Gebouwen, Werken en _  Terreinen, 
Bagijnestraat 40, The Hague. 


Other Airfield Work Needed 


In Belgium, new work is needed in 
the hangar workshop on the airfield 
of Kleine Brogel. A power motor is to 
be installed at an estimated cost of 
$1,700, and a moving bridge supplied 
at an estimated cost of $2,570. 


Firms wanting to bid should report 
their interest before September 8 to 
SGCM, Caserne Prince Baudouin, 
Place Dailly, Brussels, Belgium. 


Projects open in Greece at the 
Larissa airfield call for extension of 
a parallel taxiway, construction of 
connecting taxitracks and eastern 
alert hardstands, and completion of 
a dispersal area, at a total estimated 
cost of $230,000. Firms wanting to bid 
on these projects should report their 
interest before September 7 to Offices 
of Air Public Works, 15 Filellinon 
Street, Athens. 

The closing date for bids on steel 
pipe previously invited in April by the 
Greek Air Force General Staff, Branch 
C/5, Athens, has been extended until 
September 15. The pipe is for the 
Greek Jet Fuel system, at an esti- 
mated cost of $500,000. 

Potential bidders should furnish in- 
formation to the respective French, 
Netherlands, Belgian, and Greek Gov- 
ernment offices regarding comparable 
work done for U. S. Government agen- 
cies. A copy of this resume should be 
sent to the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

A brochure describing the interna- 
tional competitive bidding program 
for NATO projects may be obtained on 
request from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, or from any U. S&S. 
Department of Commerce Field Office. 
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Lebanon Plans To Develop Litani 
River for Power and Irrigation 


Opportunities are reported to exist for American firms to participate 
in a program for development of the Litani River in Lebanon to provide 


power and irrigation systems. 


The program calls for construction of dams, tunnels, irrigation sys- 
tems, and power plants, at a total estimated cost of about $100 million; 


and opportunities exist for private 
contracts in each of the following: 
Plans and specifications, supervision 
of construction, management and op- 
eration, construction, and supply of 
materials and equipment. 

The recommended development plan 
provides for construction of the Ka- 
raoun dam and reservoir on the Litani 
River, diversion of a portion of the 
Litani water through the Lebanon 
Mountain Range into the Bisri River 
basin, and multiple-purpose use of the 
water in both basins for irrigation and 
power development. 

The plan calls for construction of a 
low dam on the Bisri River to regulate 
the flow from Karaoun, and construc- 
tion of the Khardale dam on the lower 
Litani to regulate the releases from 
Karaovn ‘reservoir and to store the 
water accruing to the Litani below 
Karaoun dam. Hydroelectric power 
is to be coordinated through an in- 
terconnected transmission system 
with existing and future thermal 
power developments in Lebanon. 

Provision is made for installation of 
171,000 kilowatts in the power units 
and construction of a transmission 
system for operation at 69,000 volts. 
An estimated 626 million kilowatt- 
hours of energy will be produced by 
the completed hydroelectric project 
in an average year. The plan also 
calls for construction of irrigation 
works which will furnish a full water 
supply to approximately 18,600 hec- 
tares of land and a partial supply to 
an additional 2,900 hectares. 


The units recommended for initial 


Ceylon Asks Bids for Supply 
Of Road-Surfacing Asphalt 


The Government of Ceylon is in- 
viting bids until November 2 for the 
supply of 700,550 gallons of prepared 
asphalt for road surface dressings, re- 
quired by the Government Stores De- 
partment. 

A copy of the bid invitation is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D.C. Copies also may be obtained 
from the Embassy of Ceylon, 2148 Wy- 
oming Avenue NW., Washington, D.C. 

Bids should be submitted direct to 
the Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry 
of Finance, P. O. Box 500, Colombo, 
Ceylon. 
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construction consist of the first stage 
of Karaoun dam and reservoir, the 
Sohmor tunnel and power plant im- 
mediately below Karaoun dam, the 
Bisri tunnel through the Lebanon 
Mountain Range, the Bisri- power 
plant with two units below the Bisri 
tunnel, the necessary transmission fa- 
cilities for these units, and the Bekaa 
gravity irrigation unit consisting of 
5,700 hectares in an area above Ka- 
raoun reservoir. Total installed ca- 
pacity of hydroelectric units to be 
constructed initially will be 38,000 
kilowatts. Total estimated cost of the 
initial stage is about $33 million. 

Additional information concerning 
the various storage dams and irriga- 
tion and power units of the project 
may be obtained from the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D.C. 

Direction of the program will be 
undertaken by the National Litani Of- 
fice in Beirut, and financing will be 
covered by an autonomous fund estab- 
lished for the purpose. The establish- 
ment of the National Litani Office is 
discussed under “Doing Business 
Abroad” in this issue of Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly. 

Firms wishing to investigate the 
possibilities for participation should 
make their interest known to the Na- 
tonal Litani Office, through the Amer- 
ican Embassy or the U. S. Foreign 
Operations Mission to Lebanon in 
Beirut. 
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conditions and outlook 
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. A handbook of basic back- 
ground information prepared by the 
Office of International Trade .. . 


70 cents 


From U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices, or from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Print- 
Ing Office, Washington 25, D. C, 
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Congo To Construct 
Grain, Oilseed Silo 


The Belgian Congo Government has 
opened to public bid the construction 
of a large grain and oilseed silo at 
Kingabwa, on the Congo River, in the 
suburbs of Leopoldville. The work to 
be undertaken by the successful bidder 
includes: 

eConstruction of two groups of stor- 
age “cells” together with a common 
control tower. The first group will be 
for grain storage and must have a 
total capacity of 8,500 metric tons, 
divided as follows: 35 compartments 
of about 200 tons each and 30 com- 
partments of about 50 tons each. The 
second group will be for oilseed (palm 
kernels, peanuts, etc.) storage, and is 
to have a total capacity of 5,500 tons, 
divided as follows: 20 compartments 
of about 200 tons, 25 of 50 tons, and 
10 of 25 tons. 

eFurnishing and installation of all 
mechanical equipment, which must be 
adequate, except for the drying facil- 
ities, to handle 60 tons per how. 
There is no preference as to screw- 
or belt-type conveyors. 

eFurnishing and installation of fu- 
migation equipment. 

eConstruction of-all necessary ter- 
racing and access roads. 

eMaintenance of the installation 
during the guaranty period, that is, 
for 1 year beyond completion and 
provisional acceptance by the Belgian 
Congo Government. 


Site on Sandy Ground 


The ground on which the silo is to 
be built is said to have poor bearing 
qualities, the soil being very sandy, 
and water was found in the test holes 
at a depth of 2.63 meters. It is rec- 
ommended that firms wishing to bid 
arrange for inspection of the site. 

While authorities reportedly are 
thinking in terms of reinforced con- 
crete buildings, it is understood that 
there is nothing in the specifications 
that would prohibit the use of all-steel 
structures. The exact shape or ar- 
rangement of the component sections 
of the installation is not specified. 

Complete specifications (cahier des 
charges No. 6/61/54) are available 
from the Service des Approvisionne- 
ments, Ministere des Colonies, 1 rue de 
la Regence, Brussels, Belgium, or the 
Comptabilite de la Direction des Bati- 
ments Civils, Batiment Administratif, 
Leopoldville, Belgian Congo, at a cost 
of 650 Belgian or Belgian Congo francs, 
respectively (approximately US$13). 

Bids will be opened on September 28 
at Brussels. 





Fluid milk consumption in Sweden 
in the first 6 months of 1954 was 1.2 
percent higher than in the similar 
period of 1953, the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture has reported. 
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LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 








In the United States 


Motion Picture Equipment: 


France—S.1.D.1.C. (Societe Interna- 
tionale pour le Developpement Indus- 
triel et Commercial) (engaged in the 
purchase and sale of patents, licenses, 
and processes), 33 avenue des Champs- 
Elysees, Paris, wishes to interest a 
U. S. firm in the manufacture and 
sale, under license, of a new French 
patent covering a continuous motion- 
picture projection system which can 
be adapted to any type of projector, 
and is particularly suitable for adver- 
tising or display purposes. 


In Foreign Countries 


Chemicals and Derivatives: 


Belgium—Palmafina S. A. (importer, 
manufacturer, and exporter of oils, 
margarine, soap, and feedstuffs), 31 
rue de la Loi, Brussels, wishes to ob- 
tain U. S. licenses for the manufac- 
ture and sale in Belgium of industrial 
chemicals and oils and fats deriva- 
tives. 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), on a loan basis, from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C 


Alcoholic Beverages: 


France—Gautier & Cie. (Cognac 
Gautier Freres) (producer, wholesaler, 
exporter), Aigre, pres Cognac, Cha- 
rente, has available for export large 
quantities of very good quality and 
extra quality cognac brandy, 5 years 
of age or older, in glass bottles (0.75 
liter) or in casks, Firm is interested 
in direct sales to American importers 
who will be granted exclusive sales 
rights in California, Illinois, Massa- 
chusetts, Texas, and the District of 
Columbia only. 


France—Maison “Grand Empereur 
Napoleon,” (producer, wholesaler, ex- 
porter), 4 rue Jean-Jaures, Cognac, 


-Charente, wishes to export direct first- 


quality cognac brandy “Grand Em- 
pereur Napoleon” (trade-mark), and 
other types of brandies, 10 years of 
age and older, in glass bottles or 
casks, 

Birds: 

Denmark — Akvariekrogen, (export- 
er), 6 Hallandsgade, Copenhagen §S, 
wishes to export direct tropical birds. 
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Building Materials: 


Netherlands—Algemeen Handelsbu- 
reau “LIMBRA,” (export agent), 5 Wil- 
helminalaan, Oosterhout, N. Br., wishes 
to export direct or through agents 
hard board and/or veneer inner doors 
with locks. Specifications and quanti- 
ties: Length from 201.5 to 211.5 centi- 
meters, width from 68 to 88 centi- 
meters, other measurements also can 
be supplied; 1,000 doors weekly initi- 
ally after 3 months 2,500 doors weekly. 


Candles: 

Israel—Elie Danon, Ltd. (export and 
commission merchant), 52 Jaffa Road, 
P.O. Box 1809, Tel Aviv, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent (prefer- 
ably to distributor who buys on own 
account) first-quality candles for re- 
ligious purposes. 

Casings: 

France—Boyauderie A. Grandcamp 
(producer, wholesaler, exporter), Le 
Taillan, Gironde, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent good-quality 
Sausage casings, salted, principally 
sheep sausage casings. Firm states 


it has large quantities available for 
immediate export. 


Fireworks: 

France—Societe E. Lacroix (Artifi- 
ciers) (manufacturer, wholesaler, and 
exporter of fireworks), 33 chemin du 
Sang-de-Serp, Toulouse, Haute-Gar- 
onne, wishes to export direct or 
through agent pyrotechnics, fireworks, 
and related articles, principally hail- 
or rain-prevention rockets, smoke- 
producing rockets for protection 
against frosts, flares and railway sig- 
nals, and cable-throwing rockets, for 
display, amusement, industrial, ma- 
rine, commercial, agricultural, and 
other uses. Firm also desires to com- 
municate with an American manufac- 
turer of fireworks who may be inter- 
ested in appointing a general agent 
in France, preferably for noncompeti- 
tive products. Literature available.* 


Foodstuffs: 

Belgium—F. A. Draye & Co. (im- 
porter, exporter), 2 rue des Augustins, 
Brussels, wishes to export direct or 
through agent first-quality smoked 
hams and sausages. 

Denmark—Joh. Keller & Co. (export 
merchant, wholesaler), 11 Slagter- 
boderne, Copenhagen V, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent all kinds 
of best quality Danish cheeses, par- 
ticularly off-license varieties (those 
not under quota). 


Hardware: 

Germany — Aug. Plate (manufac- 
turer and exporter), 34 Postfach, 
Kierspe/Westf., wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent door locks and 
fittings. Catalog available.* 

Jewelers’ Items: 

Germany—Glauner & Epp, Spezial- 
fabrik fuer Uhrarmbaender (manu- 
facturer and exporter), 15 Haller- 
strasse, Pforzheim, Baden, wishes to 





Cairo Seeks Bids for 
Underground Cable 


The Cairo Electricity & Gas 
Administration, 53 Fuad el-Awal 
Street, Cairo, Egypt, is inviting 
bids until noon, September 15 for 
the supply of 115 kilometers of 
low-tension underground cable. 

Bids must be submitted 
through an agent established in 
Egypt and must be accompanied 
by a provisional deposit of not 
less than 2 percent of the value 
of the bid. 

A copy of the specifications is 
available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Copies may be purchased, for 
$5.75 each, from the Bureau of 
the Commercial Counsellor, 
Egyptian Embassy, 2310 Decatur 
Place NW., Washington 8, D. C. 











export direct or through agent good- 
quality wristwatch bands in stainless 
steel, chromium, and_ gold-plated 
stainless steel; and leather, leather 
cord, suede, reptile leather, perlon, 
and silk watch straps in all customary 
sizes. 


Machinery: 

Germany — Maschinenbau Zander 
G. m. b. H. (manufacturer), 54 Neue 
Juelicher Strasse, Dueren-Rhid., 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent fully automatic paper folding 
and cutting machines. Literature 
available.* iz 


Machine Tools and Accessories: 


Germany—Gottlieb Guehring, Spi- 
ral bohrerfabrik und Maschinenbau 
(Twist Drill and Machine Factory) 
(manufacturer), Ebingen, Wuerttem- 
berg, wishes to export direct or 
through agent twist-drill grinding ma- 
chines for twist drills of 0.01969 to 3 
inches in diameter, and high-duty 
double - sided cutting - off automatic 
machines; also, high-speed twist drills 
from 1/64” to 114” diameter, made of 
carbon or high-speed steel. Catalogs 
available (*) on machines and twist 
drills. Interested firms should specify 
item desired. 


Mirrors: 

Belgium—Georges Hanin (manufac- 
turer, exporter), Marche en Famenne, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent all kinds of first-quality mirrors, 
in small sizes, 10,000 available per 
month. 

Office Supplies: 

Germany—Hunke & Jochheim (man- 
ufacturer and exporter), 5-7 Wilhelm- 
strasse, Iserlohn/W., wishes to export 
direct or through agent stapling ma- 
chines and card index signals made 
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of steel. Illustrated leaflets available.* 
Interested firms should specify item 
desired. 


Scientific Equipment: 


England—Research and Industrial 
Instruments Co. (manufacturer and 
exporter), 12 Marlborough Yard, 
Highgate, London, N.19, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent the fol- 
lowing spectroscopic equipment: Po- 
tassium bromide press for infrared 
and ultraviolet solid state study; fixed 
length infrared cell for liquids; and 
variable path-length cell for the 
measurement of the absorption of 
liquids in the infrared region of the 
spectrum. Literature available.* 


Souvenirs: 

Netherlands—Firma Alon (export 
and commission merchant), 6 Van 
Oldenbarneveldtplein, Amsterdam, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent all kinds of first quality sou- 
venirs. 


Sporting Goods: 

Japan—Nippon Fishing Tackle Co., 
Ltd.) manufacturer, exporter, whole- 
Saler), No. 5, Shimouma i-chome, 
Setagayaku, Tokyo, wishes to export 
direct bamboo fishing rods, glass rods, 
and other fishing tackle. Illustrated 
leaflet and price list available.* 


Thermometers (Industrial) : 

Sweden — Qvintus (manufacturer 
and exporter), P. O. Box 408, Hagers- 
ten 4, wishes to export direct or 
through agent highest quality indus- 
trial thermometers, particularly for 
Ships’ engines. Illustrated leaflet and 
prices available.* 


Toilet Articles: 

Germany — Pharmazeutisches Lab- 
oratorium M. Riethmueller (manufac- 
turer and exporter), 34-36 Rosendahl- 
erstrasse, wishes to export direct cos- 
metic articles and hair tonic. 


Tools: 

Germany—Walter Goetz (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 3 Im Rossnaegle, Ba- 
lingen/Wuerttemberg, wishes to export 
direct cutting, stamping, and drawing 
tools, and other tools for the metal 
industry, available in any tolerance or 
degree of hardness desired. Firm also 
will manufacture tools according to 
buyer’s sketches or specifications. 


Vehicles (Children’s) : 

Germany—PUCK-G. m. b. H., Fahr- 
zeugfabrik (manufacturer and export- 
er), Hohenzollernwerk, Duesseldorf- 
Grafenberg, wishes to export direct 
children’s bicycles and tricycles. Cata- 
log and price list available.* 


Wool: 

Ireland — Commercial Fibres (Ire- 
land), Ltd. (importer, exporter), 113 
Grafton St., Dublin, wishes to export 
direct Irish wool, 50s-56s, greasy, 
washed, and scoured. 

Yarns: 

Ireland — Commercial Fibres (Ire- 





land), Ltd. (importer, exporter), 113 
Grafton St., Dublin, wishes to export 
direct Egyptian fine cotton yarns, 
mercerized, gassed, and supercombed, 
100,000 to 200,000 per consignment; 
also, botany worsted and Irish yarns, 
woolen and worsted, 65’s, 69’s, 70-72’s, 
up to 1 million lbs. Price list on Egyp- 
tian yarns only available.* 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Clothing and Accessories: 

Ceylon—F. X. Pereira and Sons, Ltd. 
(importer, manufacturer’s representa- 
tive, insurance underwriter, steamer 
agent, exporter of Ceylon produce), 
P. O. Box 187, Colombo, wishes to 
purchase direct and obtain agencies 
for men’s and children’s socks, shirts, 
and undershirts, and ladies’ under- 
wear and foundation garments. 

Singapore—Messrs. J. C. Khemlani 
(manufacturer’s representative, in- 
denting and confirming agent), 90-A 
High St., P..O. Box 905, Singapore 6, 
wishes to purchase direct and obtain 
agencies for ladies’ readymade nylon 
lingerie, blouses, skirts, etc. 


Creosote: 

New Zealand—John L. Belcher & Co. 
Ltd. (manufacturer’s agent, importing 
distributor), 130 Hereford St., Christ- 
church, wishes to purchase direct or 
obtain agency for creosote. 


Forest Products: 

Italy—Fortunato Angelo Scorza (im- 
porter, wholesaler, sales agent), 5/16 
Via S. Luca, Genoa, seeks a purchas— 
ing agent in the United States for 
purchases of lumber for firm’s own 
use. 





Ceylon in Market for 
Heavy Tractors 


. Bids are invited until Novem- 
ber 2 by the Government of Cey- 
lon, for the supply of 10 crawler 
tractors, diesel-engine powered, 
together with accessories and 
spare parts, required by the Cey- 
lon Irrigation Department. 

A copy of the bid invitation is 
available for review purposes on 
loan from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U.S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. Copies also 
may be obtained from the Em- 
bassy of Ceylon, 2148 Wyoming 
Avenue NW., Washington, D.C. 

Bids should be sent direct to 
the Chairman, Tender Board, 
Ministry of Lands and Land De- 
velopment, P. O. Box 500, Co- 
lombo, Ceylon. 











Household Goods: 
Ceylon—F. X. Pereira & Sons, Ltd. 
(importer, manufacturer’s representa- 
tive, insurance underwriter, steamer 
agent, exporter of Ceylon produce), 
P. O. Box 187, Colombo, wishes to pur- 
chase direct and obtain agencies for 
sheets and pillowcases. 


Machinery: 


Australia — Morpit, Manufacturing 
Co. Pty. Ltd. (manufacturer of cotton 
lingerie, blouses, and handkerchiefs), 
226 Lygon St., East Brunswick, Vic- 
toria, wishes to purchase direct stitch- 
ing machines capable of picking up 
very fine threads on handkerchiefs. 


France—Societe Damo (Ancienne 
Entreprise Morin) (contractor spe- 
cializing in prospecting, earth- boring, 
and hydroelectric work, construction 
of water-wells and related activities), 
159 Avenue-Thiers, Bordeaux-Bastide, 
Gironde, wishes to purchase direct 
modern-type earth-boring equipment 
and tools for prospecting and water- 
well drilling; also, interested in pur- 
chasing, for its own use, a rotary type 
earth drill, which can drill 9-inch 
holes at a depth of 300 meters (985 
ft.) and 20-inch holes at a depth of 40 
meters (131 ft.), for use in water-well 
drilling and test work. Firm states the 
above equipment is for installation, 
with hydraulic-hoist derrick, on truck 
or trailer which can be operated on 
rough ground. Descriptive literature 
and price lists are desired as soon as 
possible by the French firm. 


Germany—Eberhard Keseling (im- 
porter, wholesaler, sales and indent 
agent), 22 Muelheimerstrasse, Dues- 
seldorf, wishes to purchase direct die- 
sel cranes. 


Metal Products: 


New Zealand—John L. Belcher & Co., 
Ltd. (manufacturer’s agent, import- 
ing distributor), 130 Hereford St., 
Christchurch, wishes to purchase di- 
rect or obtain agency for steel fencing 
posts. 


Naval Stores: 


New Zealand—John L. Belcher & Co., 
Ltd. (manufacturer’s agent, importing 
distributor), 130 Hereford St., Christ- 
church, wishes to purchase direct or 
obtain agency for rosin. 


Notions: 


Union of South Africa—Henry H. 
Losh (importer and wholesaler), P. O. 
Box 6150, Johannesburg, wishes to 
purchase direct and obtain sole sell- 
ing rights for flowers for millinery 
and other artificial flowers, novelties, 
and fashion goods. 


Paraffin: 


Germany—Emil Struve & Co. Wachs- 
Raffinerie u. Ceresin Fabrik G. m. b. H. 
(manufacturer of waxes), 59 Otten- 
senerstrasse, Hambur g-Eidelstedt, 
wishes to purchase direct fully refined 
paraffin, 165° to 170° F. melting point, 
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pelow 0.5 percent oil contents, in 30- 
ton lots monthly. 


Sporting Goods: 

Singapore—Nahar & Co. (importer 
and retailer of sports and athletic 
goods), 113 North Bridge Road, Singa- 
pore 6, wishes to purchase direct 
sports goods and athletic goods, par- 
ticularly for British type sports and 
summer sports such as tennis, golf, 
and badminton, and other outdoor as 
well as indoor sports. Firm requests 
wholesale quotations and illustrated 
catalogs. 


Textiles: 


Ceylon—F. X. Pereira & Sons, Ltd. 
(importer, manufacturer’s representa- 
tive, insurance underwriter, steamer 
agent, exporter of Ceylon produce), 
P. O. Box 187, Colombo, wishes to 
purchase direct and obtain agencies 
for cotton, rayon, silk, and nylon tex- 
tiles. 

Japan—Takara Tsusho K. K. (Ta- 
kara Tsusho, Ltd.) (importing dis- 
tributor, wholesaler, exporter), No. 9, 
Takaracho 1-chome, Chuo-ku, Toyko, 
wishes to purchase direct plush cut- 
tings, preferably plain materials. 
Sample showing quality of plush de- 
sired by firm is available.* 

Singapore—Messrs. J. C. Khemlani 
(manufacturer’s representative, in- 
denting and confirming agent), 90-A 
High St., P. O. Box 905, Singapore 6, 
wishes to purchase direct and obtain 
agencies for textiles for women’s wear, 
such as fancy prints on “Sea Island” 
cottons, rayon sheers, rayons, silks, 
crepe de chines, crepes, nylons, and 
fancy weave rayons. 


Wire and Netting: 

New Zealand—John L. Belcher & Co., 
Ltd. (manufacturer’s agent, importing 
distributor), 130 Hereford St., Christ- 
church, wishes to purchase direct or 





Netherlands Export 
Foods Listed 


The Netherlands Trade Com- 
mission in New York City has 
compiled a booklet entitled 
“Dutch Food Guide,” which is de- 
signed to acquaint U. S. food 
dealers with food products avail- 
able from the Netherlands. 

Included in the booklet are 
names of Netherlands manufac- 
turers and their U. S. distributors 
of dairy products, seafoods, meat 
products, vegetables and condi- 
ments, fruit products and pre- 
serves, liquors, cigars, chocolate 
products and candies, bakery 
products, and appetizers. 

Copies of the booklet are avail- 
able free of charge from the 
Netherlands Trade Commission, 
41 East 42d Street, New York 17, 
N. Y. 
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obtain agency for wire and wire net- 
ting. 


Yarns: 

Ireland—Commercial. Fibres (Ire- 
land), Ltd. (importer, exporter), 113 
Grafton St., Dublin, wishes to pur- 
chase direct all types of yarns, such 
as rayon continuous filament, spun 
rayon, nylon, spun nylon, orlon, per- 
lon, and mixed. Yarns required in all 
qualities—first, second, surplus, odd- 
ments, rejects, and defective. Firm 
states it is in a position to purchase 
unlimited quantities, and the first or- 
der would probably be for 200,000 to 
300,000 Ibs. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Automotive Parts and Accessories: 


Belgian Congo—R. J. Misrachi (im- 
porter and retailer of automotive parts 
and accessories, hardware; -sales 
agent), B. P. 731, Avenue du Moero 17, 
Elisabethville, wishes to obtain agency 
for automobile spare parts and ‘acces- 
sories. 


Electrical Equipment: 

Netherlands—Agentuur & Commis- 
siehandel Benaco (manufacturer’s 
agent), 190 Keizersgracht, Amsterdam, 
wishes to obtain agency for lighting 
fixtures and equipment. 


Foodstuffs and Feedstuffs: 

England—Agex Trading Co. (whole- 
sale merchant; importer; exporter; 
broker handling grain, feedstuffs, and 
fertilizers), 316 Portswood Road, 
Southampton, wishes to obtain agen- 
cies for grains and feedstuffs, includ- 
ing wheat, barley, oats, feed meals, 
and oyster shells. Firm is particularly 
interested in acting as a broker for 
large shipments of U. S. grains and 
feedstuffs to the United Kingdom and 
to Western Europe, 

Germany—H. Boensel (agent, com- 
mission merchant, importer), 65 Au- 
gustenstrasse, Stuttgart-W., wishes to 
obtain agencies for all kinds of dried 
fruits, such as California prunes, ap- 
ples, pears; and apricots; canned 
fruits and vegetables, particularly 
pineapple, peas, beans, and asparagus; 
all kinds of canned fish; and fat and 
bacon. 


Venezuela — Virginio Perez & Cia. 
(importer, wholesaler, retailer), Apar- 
tado 2656, Bloque 2—Local 16, El Si- 
lencio, Caracas, wishes to obtain 
agency for unpopped popcorn, in tins, 
suitable for retail sale for home con- 
sumption or commercial use. 


Household Appliances and Goods: 

Netherlands—Agentuur & Commis- 
siehandel Benaco (manufacturer’s 
agent), 190 Keizersgracht, Amsterdam, 
wishes to obtain agencies for electrical 
and nonelectrical household machines 
and apparatus, household and Kkit- 


chen utensils and articles, glassware, 
chinaware, and earthenware. 


Pharmaceuticals: 


Ceylon—F. X. Pereira & Sons, Ltd. 
(importer, manufacturer’s representa- 
tive, insurance underwriter, steamship 
agent, exporter of Ceylon produce), 
P. O. Box 187, Colombo, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for pharmaceutical 
preparations. 


Textiles: 


Denmark — Willy Bach (manufac- 
turer’s agent), 14 Kong Georgsvej, 
Copenhagen F, wishes to obtain agen- 
cies (on a commission basis) for va- 
rious qualities of piece goods (plain 
and patterned), including nylon and 
satin elastic cloth for the corset in- 
dustry; also fabrics, including nylons, 
for the blouse and underwear indus- 
tries. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Lebanon — Moise Shkolnik, repre- 
senting Antoine Massoud (importer 
of canned foods, liquors, and bever- 
ages), P. O. Box 21, rue Hoyek, Beirut, 
is interested in canned foods, sugar, 
flour, and other foodstuffs. Scheduled 
to arrive the second week in Septem- 
ber, via Canada, for a month’s visit. 
U. S. address: c/o Dr. E. Shkolnik, 
Bronx Hospital, New York, N.Y. Itin- 
erary: New York, Boston, Washing- 
ton, and possibly other cities. 

Union of South Africa—George A. 
Curry, representing J. H. Vivian & Co., 
Ltd., Box 301, Johannesburg, is inter- 
ested in obtaining agencies for light 
machinery and equipment. Scheduled 
to arrive August 13, via New York, for 
a visit of 3 weeks. U. S. address: c/o 
South African Consulate General, 655 
Madison Ave., New York, N.Y. Itiner- 
ary: New York, Pittsburgh, and Wash- 
ington. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
graphed copies may be obtained 
by firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field 
Offices. The price is $1 a list for 
each country. 

Most of these lists are now 
prefaced by a brief review of 
basic trade and industry data col- 
lected in the course of compiling 
each list. Brief extracts from these 
data follow each title for which 
such data are available. 


Hide and Skin Importers, Dealers, 
and Exporters—Switzerland.—W hile 
the production of hides and skins is 
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fairly important, this country is gen- 
erally a net importer of the former 
and a net exporter of the latter. Prin- 
cipal export markets for hides are 
Germany, Denmark, and Great Brit- 
ain, and for skins, Germany, Great 
Britain, Italy, and the United States. 
Imports of hides come principally 
from Uruguay, the United States, 
Italy, and Sweden, while skins come 
from the United States, Great Brit- 
ain, Turkey, and Uruguay. 

The following table gives the im- 
port and export figures for 1953: 


Imports 
Kilograms Swiss francs 
nh MO cédeccvtee 7,441,960 16,447,508 
BOW secvcccces 958,768 5,556,941 
Exports 
rn BOT cccccccove 5,597,998 14,807,240 
Pn SOW icccccccce 2,860,706 16,714,160 


Jewelry Manufacturers—Italy.—The 
jewelry industry exports 20 percent of 
the fine jewelry manufactured and 
50 percent of the inexpensive costume 
jewelry. Exports of silver jewelry in 
1953 totaled 5,868 kilograms valued at 
259 million lire (625 lire=US$1), of 
which 1,830 kilograms were exported 
to the United States. Gold and plati- 
num jewelry valued at 241 million lire 
Was exported to various South Ameri- 
can countries. Novelty jewelry valued 
at 911 million lire was exported to 


- Germany, the United Kingdom, Swe- 


den, Canada, and the United States. 
Watch and clock manufacture is not 
important. 


The industry relies heavily on for- 
eign sources of supply for raw mate- 
rials. Imports of gold and gold alloys 
in 1953 totaled 982 kilograms valued 
at 192 million lire, of which 162 kilo- 
grams came from the United States. 


Machinery Importers_and Distrib- 
utors—Ecuador.—Ecuador imports all 
of its machinery requirements, and 
imports have been expanding since 
the initiation of a program for in- 
creased agricultural and industrial 
activity, highway construction, and 
other large construction projects. To 
encourage the realization of these 
undertakings the Government recent- 
ly made available a $2 million credit 
for the importation of industrial ma- 
chinery. 

Total expenditures for machinery 
imports for 1953 were reported to be 


$10,660,600. The leading suppliers 
were: 
MOD GORCED ccc vicvccccccceseccces $5,964,425 
DT \nebbeccenssedsendeadinneus 2,165,465 
DEE bd sce sche ethuveesecdcsmasvee 647,766 
PEEL. --0 tenes ctccseknieetevobaksas 503, 
MTT hGvad £b'006 Shu ceebeteccugeeuatrd 263,270 
ERG Xo bi v'ngb bd 64 oe cab Cab eeh as 234,648 


Meat Packing, Sausage, and Casings 
—Peru.—The meat packing industry is 
not highly developed, almost all 
meat being sold fresh hung. Larger 
slaughterhouses perform multiple 
operations but do not operate meat 
canning plants. One small plant does 
some canning of meat and other prod- 
ucts. Peru is almost entirely depend- 


ent on imports for its requirements 
of preserved meat and meat products. 
Total meat consumption per year is 
estimated at 145,000 metric tons. 

Oil (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) 
Importers, Dealers, Producers, Refiners, 
and Exporters—Switzerland.—Produc- 
tion of animal and vegetable edible 
fats and oils consists of butter, lard, 
and tallow from domestically slaught- 
ered animals, rapeseed oil crushed 
from domestically grown rapeseed, 
and peanut oil and coconut fat 
crushed from imported oilseeds. This 
covered approximately 76.5 percent 
of total domestic consumption in 1953. 

The United States supplied 2,099 
metric tons of peanut oil in 1952, but 
none in 1953. Instead, more peanut 
oil came from Belgium, the Nether- 
lands, and China. Animal and fish 
oils are imported principally from the 
United States, Norway, and Belgium. 

With the exception of one factory 
which sells to Italy, there is hardly 
any export of edible oils. 

Paint, Varnish, and Pigment Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Ireland.—Sixteen firms manufacture 
paints, varnishes, and similar prod- 
ucts. Most of them are subsidiaries 
of, or associated with, large British 
firms. Practically all the raw ma- 
terials used are imported. 

Imports of prepared paints, enam- 
els, and varnishes in 1953 were val- 
ued at £248,852 (£1—US2.80), most of 
which came from the United King- 
dom. Imports of painters’ dry colors 
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were valued at £240,410, of which 
£166,579 came from the United King.- 
dom and £55,425 from Germany. The 
United States supplied paints, var- 
nishes and pigments valued at $120,- 
585. The high protective tariff, com- 
petition from domestic manufactur- 
ers, and difficulty in procuring ex- 
change combine to deter the sale of 
American products. 

Paint, Varnish, and Pigment Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Italy—Some 500 firms of various 
sizes comprise the paint and varnish 
industry. Annual production of 
paints and varnishes is now almost 
80,000 metric tons. Although there is 
heavy reliance on foreign sources of 
supply for raw materials, the recent 
domestic development of synthetic 
resins has made substantial reduc- 
tions possible. Various American paint 
and varnish patents have been suc- 
cessfully exploited. 

Principal imports from the United 
States in 1953 were valued in lire (625 
lire=US$1) as follows: 


ne errr ere 1,702,218,000 lire 
Pitch tar organic coloring 
PROGIIONE “edis diccckcnrnses 387,322,000 lire 


Paints and varnishes ...... 393,060,000 lire 


Generally speaking, 50 percent of im- 
ports of paints and raw materials 
emanate from the United States, and 
the remainder from Switzerland, Ger- 
many, Sweden, and France. 

Exports are low and the bulk of 
them go to supplying ships in transit, 
and to France, Turkey, and Yugo- 
Slavia. 





Booklet Offered for New World Traders 


Deciding how and where to sell and 
buy abroad is the most important 
problem facing any new world trader, 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce 
points out in a new booklet. 

Designed as an introduction to the 
techniques of exporting and import- 
ing, the booklet, “Channels for Trad- 
ing Abroad,” is for businessmen who 
are planning to enter the world trade 
field for the first time or to expand 
their trade abroad. 

“The importance of choosing the 
right channels for exporting and im- 
porting was never greater than it is 
today,” the booklet states. “Selling 
abroad is a complex business, mark- 
edly different from selling in the 
United States. It offers competition 
of a variety and intensity that is un- 
known to the uninitiated.” 


To help new world traders meet 
these difficulties, the 24-page booklet 
gives a quick picture of the principal 
channels through which successful 
world traders export and import, and 
directs readers to sources of specific 
information. 


U. S., Foreign Channels Covered 


The pamphlet discusses the role of 
the export merchant, combination ex- 
port manager, export agent, export 


commission house, export trade asso- 
ciation, large company, and the buyer 
for export, as well as the several types 
of company organizations, as U. S. 
channels for exporting. The sales 
agent and the distributor are the ex- 
porter’s foreign distribution channels. 

The U. 8S. channels described for 
importing include the import mer- 
chant, indent house, import commis- 
sion house, resident agent, importing 
wholesaler or jobber, import broker 
or factor, and the direct buyer. 

An important feature of the booklet 
is the guide to available lists of for- 
eign importers, exporters, dealers, and 
distributors, grouped by commodities 
handled and by countries. Thou- 
sands of such “trade lists” have been 
compiled by BFC for areas where local 
conditions and promotion of trade 
with the United States warrant their 
preparation. 

“Channels for Trading Abroad” may 
be obtained from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C., 
or from any of the Commerce Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices for 25 cents. 





U. S. imports from Algeria in 1953 
amounted to $3,644,000, compared with 
$3,236,000 in 1952. 
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 





S. African Railways 
Establish New Rates 


The South African Railways Admin- 
istration’s announcement that revised 
railway rates, based on the recom- 
mendations of the Newton Commis- 
sion, would become effective on Au- 
gust 1, was greeted with considerable 
misgiving by various national organ- 
izations. 

The Exporters Association fears that 
a general upgrading of rail tariffs 
will prejudice the Union’s export 
trade in manufactured products des- 
tined for northern African territories. 
Early in July the Minister of Economic 
Affairs called for a month’s delay in 
implementing the new rates to per- 
mit study of their potential effect on 
the Union’s economy. This request 
was later agreed to by the Minister 
of Transport. 

While the railways’ difficulties in 
conveying all the coal and other traffic 
offered continued during June, no se- 
rious consequences for industry or 
power generation resulted. To relieve 
the situation, official action to subsi- 
dize road transport of coal to areas 


Puerto Cabello Dry Dock 
Given Additional Funds 


An additional appropriation of 
10,430,000 bolivars (1 bolivar=US 
$0.2985) was awarded for the Puerto 
Cabello drydock project awarded by 
the President of Venezuela under de- 
cree No. 144 of July 23, and published 
in Gaceta Oficial No. 24,502 of July 28. 

The new sum and other supple- 
mentary appropriations made to the 
approved budget of 2,380 million boli- 
vars since July 1 brings the total ap- 
propriations to the Government 
budget for fiscal year 1954-55 to 2,500,- 
430,000 bolivars. 








L. A. Drafts... 


(Continued from Page 2) 


portion of drafts reported paid 
“promptly” during the month rose to 
a record high of 64.7 percent. 


New Drafts Increase 


New drafts drawn by U. S. exporters 
on Latin American importers and sent 
out for collection in July rose by $2.6 
million to $44.6 million. Brazil and 
Venezuela showed noteworthy in- 
creases in new drawings. 


Outstanding letters of credit drawn 
in fayor of U. S. exporters to Latin 
America increased by $9.5 million, to 
$150.5 million, the highest level in a 
year. Sizable increases in letters of 
credit outstanding against Argentina, 
Brazil, Cuba, and Uruguay were par- 
tially offset by decreases against Chile, 
Panama, and Venezuela. 
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within a reasonable distance of the 
collieries was taken toward the end of 
the month when the Minister of Eco- 
nomic Affairs approved a temporary 
increase of 5 pence per ton in the 
pithead price of coal produced in 
the Transvaal and the Orange Free 
State. The consumer will pay 4% pence 
more per bag of 200 pounds. The in- 
crease will be used in creating a 
fund to defray part of the additional 
costs of road transport. 





Reconstruction of Yucatan 
Railway Started by Mexico 


Reconstruction of the Merida-Cam- 
peche line of the Ferrocarriles Unidos 
de Yucatan (FUY) in Mexico was 
started during the second quarter. 
Up to the first of August, 35 kilometers 
of roadbed were reported to have 
been completed, and it is hoped that 
this phase of the work will be finished 
by the end of 1954. 


The time when standard-gage trains 
are expected to be running between 
Merida and Campeche varies from 1 
to 5 years. Included in the project, 
which will cost from 44 million to 50 
million pesos, are the construction or 
reconstruction of 13 stations in Cam- 
peche and Yucatan and the placing of 
a third rail in the present standard- 
gage line from Merida to Progreso, 
thus permitting narrow-gage equip- 
ment, for freight, to operate between 
the two cities. No estimates are made 
as to when the entire project will be 
completed. 


The Federal Government continues 
to subsidize the Ferrocarriles Unidos 
de Yucatan with 120,000 pesos each 
month. Insofar as. possible, manual 
labor will be used instead of ma- 
chinery in order to give employment 
to the maximum number of workers. 





Business Service 


Check List 


. . - A complete weekly guide 
to new publications and re- 
leases of all Bureaus and Offices 
of the Department of Commerce 
. + » with a shortcut order form 
for checking your selections... 


$1.25 a year 
($2.25 foreign) 


Department of Commerce Field Offices 
can give you more information and a 
sample copy ... and enter your sub- 
scription for you. 

Or, order direct from the Superin- 
tendent of Doc nts, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 














New Air Route Links 
U.S., Scandinavia 


The Governments of Denmark, 
Norway, and Sweden, respectively, and 
the Government of the United States 
have agreed on the establishment of 
a new air route between Scandinavia 
and the United States by way of 
Greenland. 

The agreement, reached by an ex- 
change of parallel notes signed in 
Washington, D. C., on August 6, pro- 
vides that, for an experimental period 
of 3 years, a Scandinavian airline or 
airlines may operate on a route from 
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden via 
Greenland to Los Angeles in both di- 
rections, and that an airline or air- 
lines to be designated by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States may 
exercise reciprocal rights. 

If operating experience during the 
experimental period warrants making 
these routes permanent, the bilateral 
Air Transport Agreements between 
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, re- 
spectively, and the United States 
shall be amended to provide for such 
routes. 

By another exchange of notes on 
the same date the existing bilateral 
Air Transport Agreements between 
the three Scandinavian countries and 
the United States were amended so as 
to include capacity principles and 
provisions relative to rates—the so- 
called “Bermuda principles’—such 
provisions being a standard part of 
the majority of the U. S. air transport 
agreements with other countries. 





Germany Doubles Number 
Of Daily Interzonal Trains 


The East and West German rail- 
road systems agreed to increase from 
6 to 12 the number of scheduled inter- 
zonal trains operated daily in both 
directions, effective July 15. These 6 
additional trains previously were oper- 
ated on an unscheduled and intermit- 
tent basis. 

For the first time, interzonal trains 
will be equipped with diners and sleep- 
ers. Passengers will pay in the cur- 
rency of their place of residence at an 
exchange ratio of 1 East German mark 
to 1 West German mark. 

Simultaneously, the control point at 
Wolfsburg was to be opened to pas- 
senger trains on the Cologne-Magde- 
burg-Leipzig route. Previously only 
freight trains crossed the border at 
this point. 

The newly published summer sched- 
ule of German Democratic Republic 
Railroads for the first time lists West 
German connections of interzonal 
trains as well as international train 
service with the Scandinavian coun- 
tries. 








NEWS BY COMMODITIES 





El Salvador Increases Imports 
Of Pesticides From Europe 


Salvadoran imports of pesticides from Europe, particularly Ger- 
many, have increased significantly in the past 2 years, though the 
Cotton Cooperative—by far the largest buyer—purchases U. 8. pesticides 


almost exclusively. 


The increase in imports from Europe is attributable to the European 


manufacturers’ lower prices and to 
their common practice of packing 
pesticides in paper-lined jute bags, 
which can be reused for packing 
cotton. 

Pesticide consumption, in pounds, 
in 1953 is estimated as follows: DDT, 
319,000; BHC, 111,000; aldrin, 118,000; 
parathion, 26,000; toxaphene, 250,000; 
Folidol, 11,000; chlordane, 10,400; diel- 
drin, 1,000; and octachlor, 4,000. A 
large percentage of this poundage was 
used to protect the important cotton 
crop. 


No Local Manufacture 


Salvador manufactures no pesticides 
but has a mixing plant which pro- 
duced 1.4 million pounds of dust from 
imported toxic materials in 1952-53. 
However, the country possesses de- 
posits of diatomaceous earth, which 
can be used as an insecticide diluent, 
as well as small deposits of sulfur. 


The importation, distribution, and 
use of all pesticides is to be controlled 
by the Ministry of Agriculture, under 
a Government decree of March 23. 
Such products cannot be imported 
and sold unless previously approved 
by the Ministry; and the label must 
carry in Spanish the name of the 
manufacturer, the formula, instruc- 
tions for use, necessary precautions 
and antidotes if the product is poison- 
ous, and similar information, accord- 
ing to the terms of the decree. / 


It is not yet clear how this regula- 
tion will be administered, but it prob- 
ably will not seriously affect pesticide 
import and distribution. A primary 
purpose of the decree is to limit the 
use of Folidol—a phosphatic insecti- 
cide—and parathion, because of their 
toxic qualities. Though these products 





60 Percent of Films Shown 
In Finland Made in U. S. 


Finland has 547 motion picture 
theaters exhibiting 35-mm. films, ac- 
cording to the Finnish Motion Pic- 
ture Theater Owners’ Association in 
Helsinki. The theaters have a total 
seating capacity of 153,054. 

Feature films shown in Finnish 
theaters in 1953 totaled 384, of which 
233, or about 60 percent, were U. 8S. 
productions. 

There are no 16-mm. commercial 
motion picture theaters. 





probably will not be prohibited, im- 
ports may be permitted only in quan- 
tities necessary to control insects not 
susceptible to less dangerous insecti- 
cides.—Emb., San Salvador. 





New Plant Opened in Bombay 
To Produce Essential Drugs 


The Indian Minister of Health has 
officially opened the new Indian man- 
ufacturing plant of the Indian sub- 
sidiary of Parke, Davis & Co., Detroit, 
Mich. 

The new plant, at Bombay, will con- 
tribute to India’s progress and tech- 
nical know-how in the preparation of 
essential drugs. Its object is to en- 
gage in basic manufacture to a degree 
calculated to meet the Indian medical 
profession’s needs, using as many In- 
dian raw materials as possible and 
employing trained, and qualified In- 
dian personnel. 

This American pharmaceutical com- 
pany has been operating a branch or 
subsidiary in India since 1907. At 
present it has nearly 200 employees 
in Bombay, all but three of whom are 
Indians. Two of the Indian employees 
were trained at the company’s head- 
quarters laboratories in Detroit and 
more are expected to follow. 





Number of Movie Theaters 
Increases in Venezuela 


Picture theaters exhibiting 35-mm. 
films in Venezuela now number, latest 
statistics indicate, 496, an increase of 
77 theaters over 1949. Estimated seat- 
ing capacity of these houses is 
345,000. 

About 65 percent of the 35-mm. 
films shown are from the United 
States. 


An additional 113 theaters exhibit 
16-mm. film. Most of these theaters 
are in small towns in outlying areas 
of the country, where the preference 
is for Mexican films, as the stories, 
characters, music, and scenery are 
more typical of life in those areas. 

Only an estimated 20 percent of 
16-mm. films exhibited are of U. S. 
origin. Mexican films, however, are 
beginning to experience increased 
competition from Argentine and Span- 
ish pictures, which are becoming 
more popular throughout Venezuela. 


——$———— 


French Automobile 
Output, Exports Rise 


French production of automobiles 
in the first half of 1954 was 20 percent 
higher than in the corresponding pe- 
riod of 1953, while exports of automo- 
biles and commercial vehicles were 
up 35 percent, trade reports reveal. 

January-June 1954 production of 
automobiles reached 302,207 units, of 
which 219,982 were passenger cars, 
Exports of passenger cars totaled 34,- 
200, compared with 24,900 in 1953, and 
those of commercial vehicles 7,600 
compared with 4,000 units in 1953. 
Expansion of exports is ascribed to 
the industry’s price reductions and 
vigorous sales drives. 

Fiscal and social charges represent 
approximately 25 percent of the fac- 
tory price of French cars. Price cuts 
have been made possible by the State’s 
reimbursement to manufacturers of 
about 15 percent of the value of ex- 
ported cars. 

French competition with British 
and German producers in world mar- 
kets has been facilitated also by the 
establishment of factories in foreign 
countries. A number of French firms 
have sét up factories in various coun- 
tries—Simca in Rotterdam, Stockholm, 
Dublin, and Rio de Janeiro; Renault 
in Spain and Japan; Citroen in Brus- 
sels and London; and Peugeot in Aus- 
tralia and South Africa. 





Israel Movies Required To 
Show Some Domestic Films 


The Israel Government, under a 
new law designed to encourage Israel- 
produced films, provides that all movie 
showings of 90 minutes or longer must 
include an Israel-produced newsreel 
and that all exhibitors must show 
other types of Israel-produced film 
for a minimum of 4 hours each week. 

To benefit under this law an Israel 
newsreel must be at least 250 meters 
long, which has a showing time of 9 
minutes, of which 200 meters must 
contain “matter of Israel public in- 
terest.” Other films can benefit only 
if, with some exceptions, 80 percent 
of the film is photographed, developed, 
and processed in Israel. Israel now has 
two domestic newsreel companies. 

There appears to be no prohibition 
against the showing of foreign films 
and newsreels per se. Exhibitors pre- 
sumably are free to schedule the show- 
ing of two newsreels—one Israel-pro- 
duced and one foreign—if they s0 
desire. 

Films not considered of sufficient 
“artistic or technical merit” may be 
declared ineligible to benefit under 
the law. A film council, to be estab- 
lished under the law, will make deci- 
sions in such cases. 
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Swedish Industry . .. 
(Continued from Page 3) 


negotiations are almost completed; 
contractual wage increases have been 
small and limited to certain indus- 
tries, but the trend toward noncon- 
tractual increases has continued. Be- 
tween February and May male indus- 
trial earnings increased by an aver- 
age Of 2.3 percent. 


Foreign Trade Active 


Swedish exports during the first 
half of 1954 were valued at 3,804 mil- 
lion crowns and imports at 4,388 mil- 
lion crowns. The import rise was offset 
largely by an increase in the export 
yalue, with the result that the import 
surplus at the end of the half year 
was 584 million crowns as compared 
with 537 million crowns during the 
first half of 1953. 


The seasonal upswing during the 
second half of the year probably will 
reduce the import surplus below that 
for 1953. The import surplus during 
the second quarter was 116 million 
crowns as compared with 172 million 
crowns for the corresponding period in 
1953. This development was due to 
the unusual expansion of wood pulp 
and paper shipments, to an increase 
in grain exports, and to a recovery in 
the export of machinery. Exports of 
vessels also were above normal. Iron- 
ore exports, although down, were 
near the 1953 figure. 

Automobile imports continue high, 
although June purchases were re- 
duced and for seasonal reasons such 
imports undoubtedly will decline dur- 
ing the last half of the year. Imports 
of foodstuffs, chemicals, and nonpre- 
cious metal, particularly copper, were 
unusually high. 

The import and export rise was al- 
most entirely with the European Pay- 
ments Union area, although the trade 
volume with the U. S. S. R. showed 
some expansion. On the other hand, 
import and export trade with the dol- 
lar area showed an appreciable drop. 
This was eoncentrated on trade be- 
tween Sweden and the United States, 
since trade with the remainder of the 
dollar area, with the exception of Can- 
ada, expanded to some extent. 


Balance of Payments Improves 


Sweden’s balance of payments 
showed small surpluses in May and 
June—34 million and 4 million crowns, 
respectively—after having recorded 
large deficits in March and April. 
This follows the normal seasonal pat- 
tern. The net result of transactions 
during the first half of 1954 was a 
payments deficit of 263 million crowns 
compared with a deficit of 168 million 
crowns during the like period in 1953. 
It is anticipated that this deficit will 
be reduced greatly during the second 
half of 1954 as a result of the sea- 
sonal impravement in foreign trade 


August 30, 1954. 


NEWS BY COMMODITIES 


U. S. Coal Exports Decline in July 


Oversea shipments of U. S. coal through U. S. ports in July declined to 
1,095,875 gross tons from 1,177,257 tons in June, or by about 81,000 tons. These 
figures exclude shipments to other countries by rail and the Great Lakes. 

July exports from the various ports, by country of destination, are shown in 


the following table. 


{In gross tons] 


Country of 
Destination 
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Baltimore 
Bituminous 





Hampton Roads Destination 
Bituminous totals 
9,814 9,814 
,608 58,608 
30,246. 30,246 
12,833 12,833 
3,167 3,167 
55,256 75,184 
220,504 ,294 
178,892 A 
11,198 11,198 
8,586 8,586 
23,119 23,119 
56,176 56,176 
19,162 19,162 
j 88,693 693 
176,254 815,739 
64,848 64,848 
4,014 “4,014 
68,862 69,456 
210,680 210,680 
210,680 210,680 
1,055,796 1,095,875 


1594 gross tons of bituminous coal were shipped to Chile from the port of Mobile. 


Source: Association of American Railroads. 





Non-Soviet Austria Shows 
U. S. Films Third of Time 


Austria has approximately 1,100 
motion picture theaters exhibiting 35- 
mm. films, of which about 425 are in 
the Soviet Zones. Total seating ca- 
pacity is estimated at 290,000. 

About 30 percent of the total screen 
time in the non-Soviet Zones of Aus- 
tria is devoted to the exhibition of 
U. S. films, and most of the remain- 
ing time to Austrian and West Ger- 
man pictures. Probably less than 5 
percent of screen time in Soviet-occu- 
pied Austria is used for showing U. S. 


Austrian motion-picture production 
in recent years has averaged 15 to 
20 feature films annually. It is diffi- 
cult for Austrian films to show a 
profit on Austrian exhibitions alone, 
and they must be assured of access to 
foreign markets, of which the West 
German market is by far the most 
important. In recent years the Aus- 
trian-German film agreement has pro- 
vided for German importation of at 
least 15 Austrian films annually and 





and that the year will end in balance 
or with a slight surplus. 

Sweden’s cumulative deficits in the 
European Payments Union during the 
first half of 1954 amounted to 292 
million crowns. In fact, the Swedish 
deficit on balance of payments was 
concentrated within the EPU area 
and 218 million crowns was added to 
the “free” gold and dollar reserves.— 
Emb., Stockholm, and Swedish trade 
journals, 


Austrian importation of a considerably 
larger number of West German films. 

Similar agreements are in effect with 
France and Italy but they are less im- 
portant, as French and Italian films 
reportedly are less popular in Austria. 





Downward Trend of Bolivian 
Mineral Purchases Reversed 


The downward trend in purchases 
of tin, lead and silver, copper, and 
zinc by the Banco Minero de Bolivia 
during the first few months of 1954 
was reversed in May and June, after 
the higher prices fixed by the bank 
in April began to have their effect. 
Export data for June and July are 
expected to reflect these larger pur- 
chases. 

The bank’s purchases of tin, wolf- 
ram, antimony, lead and silver, cop- 
per, and zinc during the first half of 
1953 and 1954 were as follows: 


{In fine kilograms] 
Jan.-June 1953 Jan.—June 1954 


AR. deabeigh vaten 2,105,967 1,751,567 

Wolfram ....... 380,222 389 

Antimony ...... 948,346 1,302,636 

Lead-silver ..... ,492,045 5,177,7 
ee She? 167,211 1 

WY Weetdencscee 385,099 26,161 


These figures reflect the activity of 
Bolivian private small- and medium- 
sized mines, exclusive of the produc- 
tion of the large nationalized mines. 
—Emb., La Paz. 





U. S. imports from French Morocco 
totaled $11,799,000 in 1953, compared 
with $11,267,000 in 1952. 











U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Five-Day Public Hearings To Be 
Held on Renegotiation of GATT 


Public hearings concerning possible changes in the general provisions 
of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade are scheduled to be held 
in Washington, D. C., September 13-17, the U. S. Department of State 


has announced. 

Individual commodities or tariff 
hearings, the State Department 
pointed out. 

The 5-day hearings will be held 
under the direction of the Chairman 
of the U. S. Delegation to the forth- 
coming Ninth Session of the Con- 
tracting Parties to GATT in Geneva, 
and are designed to furnish interested 
persons an opportunity to offer views 
and suggestions on the review of the 
General Agreement which constitutes 
the most important item on the agen- 
da for the Geneva conference. The 
review and renegotiation of the text 
of the agreement is scheduled to be- 
gin on November 8, shortly after the 
opening of the session. 

The review in the United States has 
been directed by the President in ac- 
cordance with his Message to Con- 
gress on March 30, 1954, in which he 
stated that the United States will 
“suggest to other contracting parties 
revisions of the substantive provisions 
of the agreement to provide a simpler, 
stronger instrument contributing more 
effectively to the development of a 
workable system of world trade.” 


Suggestions May Be Offered 

Views and suggestions may be of- 
fered at the hearings on the handling 
of any problems now covered by the 
agreement or any related problem not 
presently covered. Major matters 
which it is already known are likely 
to be discussed at the review in Geneva 
are the following: 

eOrganizational provisions of GATT. 

eSpecial treatment for underde- 
veloped countries (primarily covered 
in article XVIII of the present agree- 
ment). 


eAgricultural quotas and export 
subsidies (covered in the present 
agreement primarily by GATT articles 
XI and XVI). 

eImport restrictions for balance-of- 
payments reasons (covered in the 
present agreement primarily by GATT 
articles XII through XV). 

eProvisions relating to the duration 
of tariff concessions (article XXVIII). 

The review at Geneva of these and 
other subjects that may be raised 
will include an examination of wheth- 
er the provisions of the present agree- 
ment on these topics have worked 
satisfactorily. Proposals may also be 
made for modification of any of these 
articles or for the addition of new 


rates will not be discussed at the 





articles on these subjects to the 
agreement. 

All applications for oral presenta- 
tion of views concerning the forth- 
coming review should be submitted 
to the Chairman of the U. S. Delega- 
tion not later than September 3. All 
information and views in writing 
should be submitted to him not later 
than September 13. Applications for 
oral presentation should indicate the 
subject or subjects on which the indi- 
vidual or group desires to be heard. 

Such communications should be ad- 
dressed to: The Chairman, U. S. Dele- 
gation to the Ninth Session of the 
GATT, U. S. Department of State, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Five copies of written statements, 
either typed, printed, or duplicated, 
shall be submitted. 

Witnesses who make application to 
be heard orally will be advised regard- 
ing the time and place of their indi- 
vidual appearances. Appearances at 
hearings may be made only by, or on 
behalf of, those persons who, within 
the time prescribed, have made writ- 
ten application for oral presentation 
of views. 

The first oral hearing will be at 10 
a.m. on September 13, in the Depart- 
ment of State’s International Confer- 
ence Suite, 11th floor, 1778 Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue NW., Washington, D. C. 

Copies of the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade and related proto- 
cols and schedules may be inspected 
at any U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Office or purchased from the 
Columbia University Press, Interna- 
tional Documents Service, 2960 Broad- 
way, New York, N. Y. The price of 
volume I, containing the text of 
GATT, is $1.50. 





Fluorspar Hearings Set by 
U. S. Tariff Commission 


Public hearings will be opened on 
October 19 by the U. S. Tariff Com- 
mission under its general investiga- 
tion regarding the fluorspar indus- 
try and trade. 

The report on the investigation, in- 
stituted by the Commission in ac- 
cordance with a Senate Finance Com- 
mittee resolution of August 14, is to 
include a statement of finding as to 
the effect of the present tariff status 
of imported fluorspar on the competi- 


Export Privileges 


Denied Two Firms 


Atlas Converting Co. of Providence, 
R. I., and Aetna Converting- Corp. of 
New York City, Herman P. Goldberg 
and Burton L. Goldbert, owners of the 
two firms, and their former employee, 
Sol I. Smithline, have been denied q|] 
export privileges, including shipments 
to Canada, for 6 months because of 
export control violations, the Bureay 
of Foreign Commerce has announced, 


The denial order, effective August 
16, provides, however, that Smithline’s 
export privileges shall be restored to 
him after 3 months and the remainder 
of his suspension held in abeyance, 
on condition that he commits no 
further export control violation dur- 
ing the entire 6-month period. 


Nylon Yarn Involved 


BFC said the violations, which oc- 
curred in 1951-52, involved misuse of 
an export’ license to sell nylon yarn 
to an unauthorized consignee in 
France, filing 4 export license appli- 
cations without firm orders in an 
attempt to obtain a larger share 
of the nylon quota allocation to 
France, and failure to keep and pro- 
duce on BFC demand records of sup- 
porting orders for 17 other export 
license applications covering proposed 
shipments of nylon yarn, as required 
by export control regulations. 

In determining the length of the 
suspensions, BFC took into account 
the otherwise good reputation of the 
individuals and firms, and the fact 
that Smithline was not involved in 
the non-record-keeping charge. 

The denial order applies not only 
to the named individuals and firms, 
but also to any other persons or firms 
with whom they may be associated 
by ownership, control, or position of 
responsibility. It further states that 
no export activity or related service 
may be performed for them by any 
other person or firm, either directly 
or indirectly, without BFC approval. 





tive position of the domestic fluorspar 
industry. 

An “escape clause” investigation on 
this commodity, announced by the 
Commission on October 29, 1953, at 
the request of the Ozark-Mahoning 
Co. of Tulsa, Okla., was discontinued 
and dismissed the following month 
upon request filed on behalf of the ap- 
plicant. In the present inquiry, the 
Tariff Commission is to operate under 
its general investigatory authority 
(section 332 of the Tariff Act of 1930). 

Interested parties desiring to appear 
at the hearings should give advance 
notice in writing to the Secretary of 
the Tariff Commission, 8th and E 
Streets NW., Washington 25, D. C. 
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Chile, Yugoslavia... 
(Continued from Page 9) 


to be cleared through compensation 
accounts denominated in U. S. dol- 
lars. The commercial banks in both 
countries are to operate the accounts, 
put balances will be consolidated 
monthly in accounts kept by the Cen- 
tral Bank. Overdrafts may be per- 
mitted at the discretion of the Cen- 
tral Bank, but the maximum swing 
permitted is US$300,000. Balances in 
excess Of the agreed overdrafts must 
pe settled in freely disposable dollars. 

Provision is made for establishment 
of a joint commission which will meet 
in Santiago or Belgrade at the call of 
either contracting party. The com- 
mission will be- responsible for peri- 
odic revision of the trade lists and in 
general for proposing to both Govern- 
ments measures which will facilitate 
trade between the two countries. 


The new treaty was signed at San- 
tiago by the Chilean Minister of For- 
eign Affairs and a member of the 
Executive Council of the Popular Fed- 
eral Republic of Yugoslavia, who 
headed a special trade mission to 
Chile. It replaces a simple most- 
favored-nation agreement signed in 
Belgrade several months ago. 


The treaty will enter into force as 
soon as the exchange of ratifications 
is effected. Meanwhile, both Govern- 
ments agree to put into effect at once 
such provisions as their respective 
laws permit. It will be in force for 
a year from date of exchange of rati- 
fications and will be renewed auto- 
matically for successive periods of 1 
year unless either contracting party 
gives notice of intention to terminate 
at least 3 months before date of 
termination. 


Trade between Chile and Yugoslavia 
has been negligible—Emb., Santiago. 





Sweden, Germany... 
(Continued from Page 8) 


the quota lists, in million German 
marks unless otherwise specified (1 
German mark=US$0.238), include: 
_ : pects and beef and live hogs and 
rk, . 


Salt herring, 300,000 marks. 
Butter, no amount specified. 
Wheat, 250,000 metric tons. 
Rye and feed grains, 50,000 tons. 
ard, 1. 
Canned fish and spiced herring, 1. 
Other foods, such as horseradish, dried milk, 
condensed cream, and beef tallow, 2.5. 
Cold rolled and drawn steel, 7. 
Anchor and link chains, 1.25. 
_amond drills and grinding tools, 750,000 
arks. 
Training and tourist planes, electrocorun- 
dum, silicon carbide, vulcanized fiber, fiber 
board, paper, board, and printing paper, 16. 
Upper lubricating oil, feathers, woolen yarn, 
flax and -flax tow, men’s hats, leather, sanitary 
ware, clay and glass manufactures, paving and 
curb stones 1, miscellaneous goods including 
ae y hecee rubber articles, and cellulose 
ges, 1. 


At the same time in an exchange 
of letters Sweden expressed the hope 
that Germany would provide a regular 
outlet for at least 300,000 metric tons 


August 30, 1954 ; 








President Orders Larger Lead and Zinc 
Stockpiles Instead of Higher Duties 


The President announced on August 
20 that he had decided not to increase 
the import duties on lead and zinc, 
as recommended by the Tariff Com- 
mission as a result of its “escape 
clause” investigation, declaring that 
such action “would not meet the prob- 
lem nor be in the public interest.” 


Instead, he outlined an expanded 
stockpiling program for strengthening 
the lead and zinc industry as an inte- 
gral part of the Nation’s defense mo- 
bilization base. 

In his letters to the Chairmen of the 
Senate Finance Committee and the 
House Ways and Means Committee de- 
scribing his program and explaining 
his decision on the Tariff Commission’s 
recommendations, the President said 
that “a serious question exists as to 
the magnitude of the direct benefits 
that could be expected from the recom- 
mended tariff increases” and that 
“since the benefits to be derived from 
an increase of the tariff on lead and 
zinc are so uncertain, I am not pre- 
pared to seek them at the expense of 
the serious adverse consequences that 
would follow for our international re- 
lations.” 


The President stated that he is “tak- 
ing affirmative steps at this time to 
strengthen and protect our domestic 
mobilization base for lead and zinc.” 

These steps are: 


eIncreased purchases at market 
prices of newly mined domestic lead 
and zinc under the long-term stockpile 
program. In this fiscal year the Gov- 
ernment could purchase up to 200,000 
tons of lead and 300,000 tons of zinc. 

eThe acquisition of lead and zinc of 
foreign origin for the supplemental 
stockpile authorized by the recently 
enacted Agricultural Trade Develop- 
ment and Assistance Act. 


eAction by the Secretary of State 
to seek recognition by the foreign 
countries which are principal sup- 
pliers of lead and zinc that this in- 
creased stockpile buying is designed to 
help domestic production. 

The President said, “The outlook for 
lead and zinc is improved.” He noted 
that there were some excess stocks at 
present but said that “it appears that 
these inventories can be reduced by 
stockpiling purchases together with a 
high rate of consumption which is in- 
dicated by the general economic out- 
look.” “In addition,” the President said, 
“the volume of imports thus far this 





of Swedish grain annually and would 
remove import restrictions and reduce 
import duties which hinder Swedish 
exports to Germany. 

The new protocol was signed on 
June 21. 


year has been considerably lower than 
the rate during 1953.” 

The President concluded his letters 
by saying that if the course of action 
he is taking does not accomplish the 
objectives he seeks, he “will be pre- 
pared early next year to consider even 
more far reaching measures, and to 
make appropriate recommendations to 
the Congress.” 





Tariff Hearings Set 
On Oats and Barley 


Public hearings concerning future 
control on U. S. imports of oats— 
hulled or unhulled, including un- 
hulled ground oats—will be held on 
September 8, and concerning barley— 
hulled or unhulled, including rolled 
barley, ground barley, and barley malt 
—on September 9, the U. S. Tariff 
Commission announced on August 23. 

These hearings are part of the in- 
vestigations being instituted by the 
Tariff Commission upon the Presi- 
dent’s directions of August 20, and are 
to be conducted under section 22 of 
the Agricultural Adjustment Act. The 
object is to determine whether these 
products are being, or practically cer- 
tain to be, imported into the United 
States under such conditions and in 
such quantities as to render or tend to 
render ineffective, or materially in- 
terfere with, the price-support pro- 
grams for these commodities under- 
taken by the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

On barley and barley malt, this is 
the first such investigation to be in- 
stituted. On oats, shipments of which 
into the United States are now con- 
trolled quantitatively, this is the sec- 
ond investigation. The object is to 
determine whether prospective im- 
ports after September 30 are likely to 
be such as to require continued re- 
strictions on imports, to prevent ma- 
terial interference with the price-sup- 
port program for domestic oats and 
the products processed from them. 

Interested parties desiring to ap- 
pear at the hearings should give ad- 
vance notice in writing to the Secre- 
tary, U.S. Tariff Commission, 8th and 
E Streets NW., Washington 25, D. C. 





Nicaraguan production of pasteur- 
ized milk in 1953 amounted to more 
than 5 million quarts, almost double 
the output in the preceding year, the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture re- 
ports. 

Butter production also rose, amount- 
ing to about 267,000 pounds during the 
last 5 months of 1953. The greater 
part of this output was exported to 
El Salvador and about 40 percent was 
consumed in Nicaragua. 
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Secretary Weeks Announces 
New Policies on Export Controls 


Secretary of Commerce Sinclair Weeks on August 26 announced im- 
portant policy decisions relating to U. S. security export controls. 

Mr. Weeks stated: “The main objective of export controls is to pre- 
vent export of goods to the Soviet bloc which would build up its military 
potential. This policy will continue. However, the new policies—detailed 


below—which relieve American ex- 
porters from many burdensome ad- 
ministrative restrictions on trade with 
with friendly countries will benefit 
substantially both U. S. business and 
friendly countries.” 

He explained further that this ac- 
tion has been made possible by the in- 
stitution of measures by cooperating 
with friendly countries for stricter 
control of exports to the bloc and the 
prevention of unauthorized diversions 
and transshipments. 

U. S. exporters, as a result of this 
action, will be placed on a more equi- 
table, competitive basis with foreign 
traders. The action accords with the 
Government’s policy of removing un- 
necessary restrictions on the business 
community to the fullest extent con- 
sistent with national security. 


More Trade Possible 


In commenting on his announce- 
ment relating to U. S. exports to East- 
ern European countries, Mr. Weeks 
stated his belief that the action may 
provide an opportunity for increased 
trade. An early increase in volume of 
trade with the Soviet bloc resulting 
from this action is, however, unlikely 
in view of the bloc’s aim of self-suf- 
ficiency, and its inability to provide 
desired goods in exchange for imports. 


The Secretary of Commerce indi- 
cated that recent international agree- 
ments between friendly countries and 
the United States provide a basis for 
the policy designed to: 

eShorten the list of goods which 
will be embargoed from the United 
States to European Soviet bloc coun- 
tries, and provide an opportunity for 
increased trade in peaceful goods. 

eContinue the embargo of those 
goods which are of importance to the 
military capacity of the Soviet bloc. 

eProvide a basis for stricter and 
more effective enforcement. 

®Remove many administrative re- 





strictions on exports from the United 
States to friendly countries, in order 
to promote U. 8. international com- 
merce. 

*Maintain without change the cur- 
rent embargo on all shipments from 
the United States to communist China 
and North Korea. 

Mr. Weeks explained that these pol- 
icy changes follow the reappraisal by 
the Government some months ago of 
U. 8S. security export controls and the 
completion of intensive reviews of 
East-West controls, security lists, and 
techniques by this Government in 
Washington and in Paris, where the 
United States joined with 14 major 
trading nations of the free world in 
reviewing their cooperative controls 
of exports to the Soviet bloc. 

These reviews have been made un- 
der security considerations providing 
for control of those items which are 
of significance to the military capabil- 
ity of the Soviet bloc, taking into ac- 
count the likelihood of a longer range 
period of international tension, im- 
portant international developments, 
recent technological developments, 
and latest information concerning 
ro bloc military potential and 
needs. 


Classifications Changed 


A considerable number of items hav- 
ing little or no security significance 
have been dropped from the embargo 
classification. On the other hand, some 
new items of security significance have 
been added. In some instances, de- 
scriptions of items and categories have 
been altered in the interest of clearer 
understanding and better enforce- 
ment. 

The shortening of the list of secu- 
rity items is expected to improve 
even further the system of enforce- 
ment internationally maintained by 
the United States and its allies. In 


$$$ 


addition, new and better enforcement 
measures have been agreed to by the 
entire group of cooperating countries, 
with the full participation of the 
United States. 

Mr. Weeks’ announcement will re- 
sult in the removal of a number of 
commodities from the Positive List of 
Commodities, published by the De- 
partment’s Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, Exporters may then ship these 
deleted items to friendly countries 
without applying to the Department 
of Commerce for validated export li- 
censes. These deletions will be an- 
nounced shortly in a Current Export 
Bulletin. 

Exporters will still be required to 
obtain export licenses, however, be- 
fore sending any goods, whether or 
not on the Positive List, to the Soviet 
bloc. Applications for export licenses 
will be reviewed carefully and deci- 
sions made on the basis of safeguard- 
ing national security. 





Date of Tariff Hearings on 


.Glue Changed to October 4 


The public hearing under the “es- 
cape clause” investigation on glue of 
animal origin and certain gelatin, 
previously scheduled by the Tariff 
Commission for October 5, has been 
changed to the preceding day, Octo- 
ber 4, the Commission announced on 
August 20. 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for 
Foreign Commerce Weekly at $3.50 
a year ($4.50 to foreign addresses). 


ee 


I esti! ete anda Zone.... State..... 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of 
Commerce Field Office, or to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check 
or money order payable to the Treasurer of 
the United States. 
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